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THE 
Economy of QUuACkERY 
conſidered, Oe. 


NTEREST 8 COGNOSCI 

MALos, ſaid once the prince of orators, 

Mr. Spilſbury informs us, to a moſt 
auguſt aſſembly; and INTEREST REe1PUBs 
L1CE, &c. ſaid once the prince of quacks, 
to a moſt auguſt aſſembly: * — And, as In- 
tereft Reipublice, cognoſei males, it ſhall be 
my endeavour now, in anſwer to Mr, Spilſ- 


bury, to lay open the evils (none of the leaſt) 
accruing to the State from quacks, or adver- 
tiſers of medicines; and as I am apprehenſive 
we are yearly to lament the lives of many 
as fair characters, and as ſtrict adherers to 
_ by a certain fatal indemic diſorder of 


Mr. Spilſbury addreſſes his pamphlet to the Legiſ- 
lature in thoſe words, 


a this 
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this on cut off ; yet ee I ſhall fay re- 


ſpecting them, will be with ſtrict i impartia- 
lity and candour. I will not deny but many 
good, many excellent medicines are adverti- 
ſed, as they are imitations of the compoſitions 
of the common diſpenſatories; but yet are 


they an impoſition on the public, in their 
paying for advertiſements to inform them of 
ſecrets that every ſhop would ſupply at one 


tenth of the price; and many of the adver- 
tiſed medicines are the ſame in ſubſtance and 
effect, though in different forms: and though 
many of them ſeem ſafe for people unac- 
quainted with Phyſick to make uſe of, fot 
diforders attended with no great danger, yet 
the moſt innocent are not incapable of doing 
miſchief, for even the Scotch pills, that ne- 
ver do any one harm, have many times been 
known to give the piles. What then muſt 
be the conſequence of the moſt active and 
powerful remedies, (that require a Knows 
ledge of the conſtitution: of the patient, and 
of the nature and effect of the medicines, 
to render the uſe of them ſafe and ſer- 
viceable) being W and conſe- 

ö quently 


(3+ 1] 
quently often times improperly taken, but 
the removing, or the attempts to remove one 
diſorder, the occaſioning of a worſe? And' 
that this opinion is juſtly founded, I know 
many, too many proofs have happened a+ 
mongſt the takers of Norton's and Spilſbury's 
drops ; and this muſt be the caſe with ſuch 
things, in ſuch manner made uſe of, until the 
time happens, when heat can be cold, and 
cold heat, and things which are as oppoſite 
in their natures alike : yet theſe are medicines 
recommended to the public as perfectly ſafe 
and harmleſs, for when were the advertiſers 
known to give any exceptionable cautions to 
their general uſe, or the leaſt ſuſpicion of their 
being capable of doing any harm. The cre- 
dulous are amuſed with pompous advertiſe- 
ments, fictious caſes, and atteſtations of the | 
moſt miraculous cures; one of theſe won- 
drous cafes and cures, that Mr. Spilfbury a 
long time kindly referred the public to; I had 
the curioſity to enquire after: the firſt perſon 
E ſaw was a lady, whoſe appearance beſpoke 
no great dependance was to be placed 'on the 
truth of her ſtory; but, however, on en- 
A 2 quiry, 
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quiry, though ſhe had been miſtreſs of the 
houſe ſometime, ſhe knew no ſuch perſon as 
the advertiſement referred to; there had a 
ſervant, ſhe believed, lived there, that might 
have ſome breakings out about her arms, but 
what became of her was nat 'to be found 
out: and by ſuch paltry ſtories are the public 
taken in, any thing miraculous, the more in- 


compatible with reaſon and common ſenſe 
the better, for a bait for us Engliſh folks ; if 


it catch the car or the eye, the underſtand- 


ing ſeldom pauſes, witneſs the wrine doctor's 


ſcheme, and the late famous gout curer: yet 


may it be ſaid, in excuſe for people in com- 
mon, that, much to their honour and credit 


of their knowledge in Phyſick, practitioners 
have come, on a fool's errand, from diſtant 


parts of the country; to this urine: caſter ; 


gentlemen bred to. a branch of phyſick, have 
taken long journeys to this wonderful con- 
noiſeur, (full of hopes and confidence in him) 


for the benefit of their own health. Mr. 
Spilfbury ſeems to entertain ſome fears of the 
legiſlature's (from Mr. Hawes's repreſentation | 


of Dr. Goldſmith's and Mr. Scawen's caſes) 
vais | taking 
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11 : 
taking into conſideration the preſent ſtate and 
tendency of quackery, and conſequently ſup- 
preſſing it; but his fears I apprehend are 
groundleſs, the legiſlature could not yet be 
prevailed upon, to put a tax upon dogs, in 
_ compaſſion to thoſe who ſuffer by thoſe crea- 
tures running mad, therefore perhaps quacks 
may ſtill be permitted to follow their trades, 
notwithſtanding our fair repreſentations of the 
evils reſulting. 

Can it be expected,“ ſays Mr. Spilſbury, 


(p. viii. dedication) © that thoſe ſo opulent 


< practitioners, already drowned in profuſion, 
« yoluptuouſneſs, pleaſure, and luxury, will 
« exert their thickened and congealed imagi- 
ce nations, in the improving an art, the very 
« defects and imperfections of which, alone 
“ conſtitute that unfathomable golden mine, 
whence they draw all their wealth ?” The 
opulent practitioners do not draw all their 
wealth from the imperfeQions of the art, 
they have more conſiderable emoluments, I 
believe, from the number and ſanction of ad- 
vertiſed medicines in theſe kingdoms ; but, 
were * Spilſbury's — and ſuch kind of 
advertiſed 


ce 
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1 
advertiſed medicines, more in uſe among the 
more opulent order of people, the manufac. 
turers and furniſhers of artificial teeth, would 
be more benefited by quackery than any 
other ſet of men. Mr. Spilſbury, ſurely, is 
exceedingly inconſiſtent, and contradicts him- 
ſelf and the reſt of his brethren, when he la- 
ments (p. x.) the preſent ſtate of phyſick, 
« and it's not being brought to it's perigee. 
As his drops cure the ſcurvy and gout, Mr. 
Norton's cure the leproſy and evil, another 
the ſtone, another the dropſy, another con- 
ſumptions; unfortunately to be ſure, moſt 
of theſe diſorders are yet incurable. by the re- 
gular profeſſors, and 1 am afraid will remain 
ſo, and that, notwithſtanding the aſſertions of 
Mr. Spilſbury and his fraternity, theſe cruel 
and mortal diſeaſes will continue to withſtand 
their ſanative power, and keep up their places 
and numbers in the bills of mortality. Mr. 
Spilſbury again is partial to his own know- 
ledge,, when he fays (p. xi.) © every diſco- 
« yerer of a new efficacious medicine is al- 
Ways repaid by it, for his labours and ex- 
<. pence,” hen he himſelf is not adequately 
| | | repaid 
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repaid by his drops that cute the Gout, 
The late famous, and much to be regretted 
for his loſs, Dr. Le Fevre, got more by his 
gout medicine, in a few months, than Mr. 
Spilſbury will in his life-time's and yet is 
Mr. Spilfbury's medicine equally efficacious in 
that diſorder, for of alt the patients that have 
received a cure from either of theſe gentle= 
men, it ſtands ſo firm and complete, that not 
one can ever have it again. 

Mr. Spilſbury, notwithſtanding alf bis com- 
plaints againſt the regulars of ilł uſage from 
them, not content with his acknowledged ſu- 
periority, wiſhes to exerciſe à cruelty over 


them which they have not deſerved, wheff 


he (p. xiii.) ſummons them to a meeting with 
him and his brethren before the legiſlature of 
the land, as he knows the regular gentlemen 
would here appear at a very great diſadvan - 
tage, when challenged with their {kill in theſe 
diſorders, againſt Mr. Spilſbury, &c. for tliey 
could not do themſelves the credit and honour 
of one cure; and Mr. Spilſbury and his com- 
panions have nothing to do, but take a hand- 
f er nn with * and they are 

Z | monies 


181 
farniſhed with ſufficient vouchers and teſti- 
monies of their ſurpriſing and unequalled abi- 
lities. 
The trial of Mif Butterfield, ( p. xvii.) no 
acquittal at all of the charges againſt quack 
medicines, as it was allowed or proved by the 
trial, that an improper uſe of ſome medicines 
haſtened the death of Mr. Scawen and this 
1 improper uſe is the charge againſt quackery, 

and not againſt the medicine itſelf: but Mr. 
Spilſbury has the modeſt effrontery to tell us, 
(p. xxviii.) * that to exclaim againſt an ad- 
*© yertiſed medicine, becauſe two, three, or 
** twenty people have died by an injudicious 
* uſe of it, is as abſurd as to exclaim againſt 
* a pump, becauſe a man delirious with a 
“ fever drank of it and killed himſelf ; or to 
* exclaim againſt the public good and utility 
&« of the river Thames, becauſe many are 
« drowned in it with a felo de ſe intent, or 
e by accident, daily.” But here Mr. Spilſ- 
bury may pleaſe to obſerve, that there is no 
anology between the deluded takers of adver- 
tiſed medicines and thoſe unhappy ſuicides, 
no one takes quack medicines with ſuch in- 
tent; it is a much better alluſion, indeed, to 


the 


— 


„ 
che man in a fever drinking the water, for 
as his nurſes and attendants were certainly by 
their neglect acceſſaries to his death, fo in- 
deed T think the legiſlature, and guardians of 
the public health, may be looked upon ac- 
ceſſaries to the deaths of thoſe that Mr. 
Spilſbury acknowledges may happen by twos, 
threes, or twenties, by the uſe of quack me- 
dicines (for their not ſuppreſſing them.) 
Mr. Spilſbury poſitively and ſtrenuouſly aſ- 
ſerts, (p. xxix.) that quack medicines re- 
«* quire a fkilful and judicious adminiſtration, 
s and that to produce a cure, a medicine 
ese ought to be adapted to the nature of the 
« conſtitution of the patient.“ And what is 
this but beſpeaking the danger of taking ad- 
vertiſed medicines, - Can Mr. Spilſbury admi- 
niſter his medicine judiciouſly to a perſon he: 
never ſaw ? Can he adapt a medicine to the 
nature of a conſtitution he knows nothing of? 
If he has ſo much knowledge in phyſick as 
to be able to do this, by inſpecting the pa- 
tient, he muſt know that very many petſons 
are taking his drops who are hectical, have 
tender lungs, are of a nervous, irritable ha- 
B | bits 
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bit, have tender bowels, or are N very 
unfit ſubjects for his medicine to work upon. 
and take it at a great hazard, and often to 
very great and irreparable injury to their 
health: and are not theſe uncertainties obvi- 
ated by employing a phyſician, who, Mr. 
Spilſbury knows, does not take the patient's 
word for his diſorder, but his own judgment, 
aided by ſymptoms and circumſtances, toge- 
ther with the patient's information; this ob- 
vious and moſt important advantage of cer- 
tainty, with Mr. Spilſbury's leave, muſt re- 
gular practice ever have over quackery; for 
are we not every day fent for to patients, 
who tell us they have the pleuriſy, and we 
find the diſorder the rheumatiſm; thoſe who 
have the gravel in the loins think they have 
the rheumatiſm, and thoſe with the rheuma 
tiſm tell us they have the gravel; and I have 
known quack medicines taken for worms, 
when the diſorder was a dangerous inflamma- 
tion in the bowels; and I date affirm, many 
people, with all the medical prudence and 
caution they were maſters of, have taken Mr. 
Oe drops for the ſcurvy, when their 
diſorder 


1 

diſorder was the itch. Mr. Spiltbury, then, 
endeavouring to ſhew a certainty and ſafety 
in quack medioines, ( P. XXX. ) equal to thoſe 
ſent from the ſhops, labours in vain, the cur- 
rent ſtream of reafon and common ſenſe runs 
againſt him, and he finks; and even the 
moſt ready and beſt affiſtance of his favourite 
inſtitution (p. xxi;) for the rgfurrection of the 
dead, cannot recover him, - what ſays Mr. 
Spilſbury, (p. xxxi.) © Becauſe a muſquet 
* has done never fo horrible a miſchief in 
„ the hands of a child or a' madman, is it 
« a reaſon why an a& bf parliament ſhould 
« be brought to forbid the manufacturing or 
importing of them in the kingdom?” 
Here Mr. Spilſbury is evidently playing and 
paddling in his thickened and congealed ima- 
ginations, for here is no ſimile, no analogy, 
in his reaſoning : if any one wilfully and in- 
tentionally takes the life of another with this 
uſeful muſquet, what has Mr. Spilſbury to 
fay againft the juſtneſs of the law; this is 
more to the point; but Mr. Spilſbury (that 
he may live) is to be permitted to deſtroy his 
e s ſubjects " twos, threes, or ol | 


1 


ties; for though his medicines might be a 
good one in the hands of a prudent, intelli- . 
gent phyſician or apothecary, yet incautiouſly 
taken, from the hands of a quack, it is as 
much to be dreaded as the — in the 

hands of a madman. = 
There are not, ſays Mr. Spilibury, in 
© the univerſe, two conſtitutions alike, nor 


4e two caſcs of diſorder alike, therefore every 
{© thing, food, pleaſure, exerciſe, drink, diet, 
* medicine, &c. ought all equally to be a- 


«© dapted to every ſingle ſubject, ſuch is the 
* meaning of the prudent and judicious ad- 
* niniſtration ſo much recommended, and fo 
* much inſiſted on in matters of medicine; 


"7 It is, then, jn other words, nothing but a 


15 ſagacious increaſe or decreaſe, a prudent 
* and @ propos deſiſtance and ſuppreflion of 


the doſes, derived from a watchful atten- 
* tion on the effects they produce, which ef- 


* ſes none but fools can misjudge, (I will 


not ſay ſo of them, but many will call them 


ſelyes fools as long as they live, and would be 
very happy, if wearing the fool's cap were 
the worſt of the puniſhment for their credu- 
h lity 
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lity in quackery,) * eſpecially when direc- 


<« tions are ſo plainly given as they generally 


* are.” Here again Mr. Spilſbury is evidently 
miſtaken, many of Mr, Spilſbury's patients, 


intelligent, and (excepting in the inſtance of 


truſting their health to the mercy of a quack 
or his medicine) prudent perſons, have gone 


long ſtages towards a confirmed hectie, be- 


fore they could be aware of it; and Mr, 


Spilſbury muſt know this will be the conſe- 


\ quence of ſuch an indiſcriminate uſe of mer- 


cury, or he has not even ſo much as a thich- 
ened and congealed knowledge of phyſic, more 


eſpecially as the medicine is taken from the 
advertiſement, without its being known or 
ſuſpected what it is, and they are not cauti- 
oned or guarded againſt the danger of taking 
cold, which the manner of life of the 


takers of advertiſed medicines, will much ex- 
poſe them to, being moſtly the lower order of 


people, who live by induſtry or labour; and 


the diſorders arifing from catching cold, 


whilſt taking mercury, are not the leaſt alarm- 


ing, as fevers, conſumptions, ſalivations, or 


1 the brain; and theſe are not 


fictious 


2 
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fictitious ſtories, Mr. Spilſbury, or caſes made; 
I have ſeen ſeveral narrowly eſcape from the 
moſt imminent danger, ſome I have known 
die, not of the diſeaſe their deaths were per- 
haps imputed to, but of the effects of the 


medicine they were taking to cure that diſ- 


eaſe; and the bills of mortalily bear too ample 
teſtimonies of theſe facts, as it might be ſaid, 


in the articles of fevers and conſumptions, 


that a confiderable number of thoſe die of an 


imprudent uſe of mercury. But here, in- 


deed, Mr. Spilſbury is himſelf acknowledging 
the truth of what I have been urging. But, 
fays he, © the abſurdity of people, againſt 
„ which never enough can be faid, leads 
« them to make this reaſoning by themſelves, 
% yiz. if one grain of ſuch a thing does ſo 
* much good, why ſure two grains muſt do 
* a vaſt deal more, and it is that additional 
*« grain preciſely, which kills them.” S0 Mr. 
Mr. Spilſbury makes no ſcruple of crediting 
the mortality likely to happen amongſt his 
patients, (p. xxxi,) but prettily enough ſlips 
himſelf the cenſure. of the homicide, through 
the loop-hole of the additional grain. But 
: . e | - Mr. 


volent, indefatigable Mr, Spilſbury. Who, ſor 
the public's health, and, benefit, firſt opened. 


L 15 * 


| Mr. Spilſbury's own: Mzpicins, he a us 


in the next line, “ has not, to his knowledge, 
* done the leaſt harm, to any one individual. 


Here, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Spilſpury would have us 
believe, he has ſome curious and ſecret Knack 


Wo muzzling his own medicine, yet, bas it 


taten many by the mauth, in a very uoruly. 
violent mariner, but the leaſt harm from it to 
any one individual has not come to. Mr. Spilſ- 


| bury”: 8 knowledge; we haye his word for fi it, 


and who can ſuppoſe the humane, the bene 


and ſince ſupported and continged.a diſpen · 
ſary for the poor, at his on ſole expence, of 
perhaps a few quarts. yearly of his ;Univerſal 


Antiſcorbutic Drops, ,wbich are ap .cxpenec, to 


him of about as many ſixpences, and which. 
he ſends yearly in quantities of gallons, quarts, 
and kegs, to our neighbouring kingdoms, to 
be diſcretionally diſtributed by his agents to 


the poor; and did I not ſuppoſe theſe. artful . 


pretences to enhance the value of his drops 
in the minds of the credulous and unthinking, 


I chould 


1 16 J 
I ſhould feel much for the conſumers of his 
gallons and kegs of drops. 


| I have ſaid it is often a dangerous and in - 
jurious medicine, it remains for me to make 


good the charge, and ſhew how facts correſ- 
pond with our knowledge of the nature and 
effects of the medicine in the hands of people 


ignorant of phyſic, and of what they are 
taking: Know then, Mr. Spilſbury, a Mr. 


Preſcot, of Medhurſt, in Suſſek, took your 
drops till he found his mouth fore and teeth 
looſe. A perſon in the ſervice of the Right 


Hon. the Earl of Egremont, at Petworth, in 


the ſame county, was alſo a cuſtomer of yours, 
and he believes a great ſufferer in his health 
by your Univerſal Antiſcorbutic Drops; he 
was ſeyerely ſalivated, and reduced to a low 
hectical ſtate of health, and ill a great part 


of the winter before laſt, and the following 
ſpring, ſo that this is a pretty recent caſe, 


which you may add to Capt. Evans's and a 


few others. I defired this patient of yours 
to draw up his caſe himſelf, and give me with 
his name; but he begged indeed to be ex- 


cuſed doing fo, I will not ſay whether more 


out 


* 


tl 


- ut of compaſſion to his own b ad id 
+ folly, of out of tenderneſs to you; however, 
T had my information from his o brother, 
and Mr, Spilſbury, or any one enquiring, will 


hear the ſame in the family of the noble Earl 
before - mentioned; and this patient poſitively 2 
fays Mr. Spilſbury denied to him (for he 


came to town on account of his health) his 
drops containing any mercury; lo, good Mr. 
- Spilſbury, when you Ppublih - next, abate thus 


„ „ 


much in the poſitiveneſs of your declarations, 


of the leaſt injury to your knowledge not 
having happened to any one, and before you 
proceed further, it ſurely would not be amiſs, 
for a man of your endearing qualifications, 
as humanity, generoſity, and tender“ Feelings, 
to enquire after the condition of the con- 
ſumers of the gallons and kegs of your drops. 

Remember, Mr. Spilſbury, the poor live hard, 
and bite hard to live, and whilſt mumbling 
their cruſts, with almoſt tootbleſs gums, do 
not fail to murmur out curſes! on ou and 
your: drops. r its. 0 s 3h %J 
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a medicine - of the ſame ſtamp with Mr. 
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8 oilfbury' 85 though advertiſed under another 
name, * but of as long ſtanding, as conſtantly - 


* advertiſed, and conſequently as accredited a 


«* one,” as Mr. Spilſbury's; the medicine alluded 
to (Maredant's Drops) the caſe, a ſervant maid 
of a late moſt eminent counſel, and worthy 
man, in Bedford-Row. This young woman, 


of a tender irritable frame of nerves and habit 


in general, and much ſubject to low fevers, 
had alſo a kind of ſcurfy or ſcorbutic break 
ing out, eſpecially upon her hands and arms, 
which was exceeding troubleſome to her in 


her buſineſs, being cook; and, encouraged 


and perſuaded by Mr. Norton's pompous 


advertiſements, and ſeemingly well atteſted 
. Cures, was very deſirous of taking his drops; 
it was mentioned to me, I told the family my 
notion of the medicine in general, in her 

caſe in particular, and what it was, and that 


I was afraid hers was not a fit conſtitution 
for it to work upon; they further urged ſi- 


milar caſes ſet forth in the papers, it had been 
ſucceſsful in, and the atteſtations referred to; 
1 replied, no dependance was to be Paerd 


there, as gothing was ſo | eaſy as to procure 
0 — cCaſes, 


ty) 


caſes, nothing ſo eaſy as to procure cures, and 
atteſtations ſufficient 'to ſatisfy all thoſe who ' 


were ready and willing, even in ſo tender and 
valuable a thing as health, to be impoſed 


upon, and I well knew it was the common 


practice with all advertiſers. However, ſhe | 


took the drops, and ſeemingly with advan- 
tage as to the breaking-out, but ſhe had net 


procceded above half way with the cure be- 


3 fore her appetite failed her, which ſymptom 
I told her indicated to me ſhe would not be 
able to go on much longer with her favourito 


medicine; and the event turned out fo, for 


| ſhe ſoon became hectical ta ſuch a degree as 


| to require the care of two phyſicians for ſome . 


time, to fave her from dying conſumptiye. 


But after all, Mr. Spilſbury gives us ta 


underſtand (p. xxxii. preface) he does not 
mean in any part of his work (a very cu- 
W ©* rious work indeed) to take indiſcrimi- 


; { © nately the part of every fooliſh, advertiſed 


medicine, which comes in the head of 


3 


C3 oy * ſuch 


any ignorant cobler, or country  horſe- 
© doctor, &c. &c. nor to defend thouſands, 
of lies and impoſitions, propagated daily, 


19 29 Þ 
; * ſuch as powerful extracts which extricate 
| * or take the mercury out of the blood and 
bones in an eaſy way, or machines of cu- 
*« rious and new invention, effectually to 
extract mercury out of the body, &c. &cc. 
** Impoſtors indeed, ſays he, of ſuch a na- 
e ture, as to fall as much under the cogni- 
1 zance and juriſdiction of the civil magiſ- 
4 trate of Bow Street, as thoſe of the con- 
juror of the Old Bailey.“ In ſome part 
„ of this work of Mr. Spilibury' 85 I think he 
has propoſed to eſpouſe the cauſe af his bre- 
thren quacks at large, here he declares off, 5 
and that every one, after the example of him 
ſelf, muſt defend his on lies. I am ſorry, 
however, that theſe extracts and machines | 
are impoſitions, knowing that many of Mr. 
Spilſbury's patients would be very joyful to 
U have his medicine and its effects extracted 
„den e bodiee . : 
wh But ſome, Mr. Spilſbuury ſyppoſes, will 
fay **a little time and paper would not be 
ill beſtowed, in preventing the danger to 
. ff which the propagation of ſuch impoſtors 
might expoſe peoples lies.” Amongſt 
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the reſt I * he hints at his iltuſtious: 2 
brother the Water Doctor; and 1 am entirely 
of the ſame opinion 3 the preventing of evil 
muſt be the doing of good, and it is the end 
and intent of my preſent writing. But, ſays 
he, as. eight or nine hundred pounds a year 
«. is the leaſt ſum a medicine can coſt to be 
5 advertiſed (and yet but indifferently) all over 
Esagland, and that to be well advertiſed | 
«, every day, it coſts at leaſt fifteen! hundred 
«© pounds every twelve calendar months *. * 
Here, Mr. Spilſbury, I much ſuſpect you Oοf 2 
exa ggeration to ſooth the legiſlature with the 
importance of the revenue; but hear! him, 

O ye patres conſerigtr;.} how he is thus pub- . 
licly - expoſing yon, for ſuffering yourſelves | 
to be bribed: by ſuch fellows for licences to 

kill, maim, and deſtroy. the health of 5 
ſubjects of the ſtate. Mr. Spilibury does n 

aſſert that any medicine can be 3 a 
general ſpecific, or a ſure remedy in all caſes. 


and ane he does hog 3 


N „ 8 | ; R go {3 = GY Nn 64 2 
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to inſinuate, againſt all ſenſe and reaſon, that 
Dr. fames's Powders in particular, will do 
wonders in all ſorts of fevers, and in all 
ſtages of that diſorder, for if they ariſe 
« from a ſtoppage, ſurely it muſt firſt be 8 
% moved; if from bad humors, undoubtedly 
* they muſt previouſly be corrected, and fo 

* forth,” I will not condeſcend here to 
make any remarks on the reaſoning of this 
illuſtrious quack of quacks; it is too ridiculous, 

even a cobler or country horſe - doctor nu 
not talk greater nonſenſe. 9 . 

Here (p. XXXix.) Mr. Spilſbury i is | greatly. | 
incenſed at a letter, under the ſignature of 
Aduice, publiſhed in the. Morning Poſt, ma- 
nufactured, as he ſays, by Mr. H=—s, 
apothecary ; and in anſwer, writes one to 
himſelf as from a gentleman at Bath, full of . 
adulation, praiſes and compliments of quali-. 

' fications the moſt endearing, as humanity, | 
generoſity and tender feelings, breathing in 
every advertiſement, * and who has eſtabliſh. 
* ed, at his own ſole expence, a Diſpenſary 
t for the poor, where, when properly re- 
* commended, either by their pariſhes, or 
| * ſome 


1 
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E 
c ſome perſon of conſideration, they receive 
« the full benefit of his medicine gratis, till 
4 they are perfectly cured; ſuch deeds alone, 
= < in my opinion, (that is his own opinion, 
= as he is ſaying all theſe fine things of him- 
18 ſelf) are ſufficient to ſecure him for ever 
«© the eſteem of the whole nation,” As Mr. 
Fpilſbury promiſes to give his attendance. at 
his Diſpenſary to the poor for ever, doubt- 
leſs by ſo doing, he ſecures himſelf the eſ- 
teem of the public for the ſame moderate 

term, for ever; and an encouragement ſuita- 
ble to his deſerts, the author of this letter of 
gratitude to Mr. Spilſbury, (for curing him 
of an old inveterate gout, laughable enough, 
another Le Fevre) he candidly « owns he could 
not produce, but who can read his pamphlet 
and believe he could not produce the author, 
with all his endearing eee at 
time he pleaſes, © 

And, after all, ſuch is the variable Abd 


; | | fickle diſpoſitions 'of men, and conſequently | 


the uncertainty of even the tnoſt elaborate 
and well intended ſchemes of public "utility 
to Peel that ITE Mr. Spilfbuty's 
* | * 8 
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- tandid- declarations, and endearing. qualities; 
very many look upon his Diſpenſary as no- 
thing more than, an artful contrivance (like 
raiſing the price of the drops) for the entire 
purpoſes of blinding and nn the 2 
lous multitudde. | 

Mr. Spilſbury, true quack like, as worthy 
of being at the head of ſo reſpectable a tribe 
of beings, obſerves no mean of preſumption 
and aſſurance, he quotes the firſt names in 
: 'Phylic, and: wreſts their ſenſe and text to 
. ſerve his ſiniſter ends; but, ſays he, (in his 
quotation from the author of Ober vations on 
rbe Duties of 4 Phyfician) that I may not 
fear to be taxed with infidelity. in my quo- 
tations. Now it is wonderful he is not 
- ſomewhat fearful of being | taxed. with infi- 
delity in his quotations being ſo guilty of it, 
as I ſhall, ſne w in his quotations from the im- 
mortal Huxham. No confiderable improve- 
ment in the art of medicine, the quoted 
author obſerved, was to be expected from 
Phyſicians, while they were on their then 
footing; ſince that then I ſuppoſe the plan 
of phyficians way have been altered, for, 
certain. Ys 


4 
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0 
certainly no ſcience has been improved within 
this half century equal to phyſick; and by 
| the methods and united endeavours of the re- 
= gular-bred phyſicians, a great progreſs and 
% improvement has been made in the applica- 


tion of medicine, to the cure of all curable 


diſeaſes: Mr. Spilſbury and his brethren cure 
all the incurable diſorders, and hat more can 
the public wiſh for, or what more is wanted 
of phyſick. | 
Having attended. Mr. . Spilfbury 9 his 
dedication and preface, we come upon the 
body of his pamphlet, Free Thoughts on 
& YQyacks and their Medicines. That a 
great deal proceeds, Mr. Spilſbury, has 
e been already ſaid, and ſhould continue to 
ce be every day repeated, againſt quacks, em- 
piricks, and their . medicines, is not ſo 
much to be wondered at, as the ſilence 
b theſe have obſtinately kept on the ſub- 
= * jet.” No, this, as Mr. Spilſbury obſerves, 
is not much to be wondered at, when daily 
abuſes and ſufferings from quackery furniſh 
matter of daily provocation and ee 
Attacked, ſays he, with the moſt unge- 
"7: D nerous, 
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c nerons, and, I dare ſay it, fallacious argu- 
« ments, (Yes, he dares fay it, becauſe, 
en paſſant, he dares ſay any thing) “ woven 
* with that ſkill and addreſs which dazzles 
* the generality of readers, little uſed to the 
« finefles of the art of logic.” Here again I 
believe Mr, Spilſbury is miſtaken, I have not 
ſeen any of theſe arguments of dazzling ſkill 
and addreſs, I am ſure. there need none to 
the purpoſe, obſervation, facts, and common 
ſenſe, will furniſh the beſt arguments againſt 
quackery, and will always be found ſuffi- 
cient; Dr. Lettſom, I believe, makes uſe of 
no other againſt Mr. Spilſbury's very much 


ſuperior, the renowned Myerſbach the urine 


_ Our adverſaries, ſays Mr. Spilſbury, (p. vii.) 
obſerve, that Hyppocrates pronounces phyſick 
to be the nobleſt of all arts, and very juſtly 


no doubt, as it comprehends almoſt every 


other art and ſcience: But if to enhance 
the difficulty, ſuperiority, and ſublimity of 


4 that verv art, they think it neceſſary to 


© alledge- that Æſculapius, the inventor of 
&© phyſick, never artived before. he died to 
1 7 20 | the 


19 7 

« the perfection of it, and that his ſueceſſor, 
„ Hyppocrates, being himſelf come to a very 
ee old age, was not aſhamed of confeſſing the 
© fame; if they are not againſt admitting 
« likewiſe that, even now, it requires an in- 


5 = < finite deal of pains, * labour, expence, tri- 


e als, experiments, and time, before a man 
© can be rightly and duly qualified for the 
e taſk, does not this moſt evident coneluſion 
« fefult, that the man who turns all his 
« thoughts on the ſtudy of one ſole diſeaſe, 
© and attends to no other, is infinitely more 
likely to diſcover a true and efficacious re- 
* medy, than thoſe who, forced to practice 
t on a larger ſcale, cannot beſtow a ſufficient 
* time upon any in particular, to inveſtigate 
© the true principles of them all, and apply 
e the. proper preſervative to a threatening 
* diſorder, or reſtorative to a determined 
* one.” Here indeed is logic, and dazzling 
arguments, brought againſt reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe : knowing one diſeaſe, Mr. Spilſ- 
bury, leads to the knowledge of ancther, and 
x is neceffary phyſicians ſhould have a gene- 

ral knowledge of diſeaſes, ſo that in curing 
Es Ws D2 | * 
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of 'one they may avoid bringing another, and 
perhaps a worſe, on the patient; and whilſt 
you are curing the ſcurvy and gout with your 
Drops, it would not be amiſs if you had ſome 
knowledge of hectical complaints, conſump- 
tions, inflammations of the lungs, brain, ſali- 
vations, &c. (tho N by the way, believe you 


know juſt as much of theſe as of the ſcurvy : ) 


And the tendency of your medicine to occaſion 
theſe diſorders, your two patients I have be- 
fore mentioned, in Suſſex;? are thoroughly 
convinced, and by woful experience cf the 
neceſſity of ſuch knowledge, and every one 
of the patres conſcripti you take the liberty 
of addreſſing, I dare ſay, under the like cir- 
cumſtances, would think ſo too; what think 


you of it yourſelf, Mons1zuR QuAck? 


On what principle, therefore, (p. ix.) 
«do the ſelf- oalling regular-bred phyſicians 
ground their pretended prerogatives, and 
*© their ſuperiority over us Venders of Me- 
dicines. This queſtion 1 hope Mr. Spilſ- 
bury and every one will think already pretty 
fully anſwered. „Is it a generous, candid, 


and * love of mankind, and the 


1 N 8 UL preſervation | 


ion 


1 


«© preſervation of it's members, as you affect 


to profeſs It by words, which induces. you 


48 Gentlemen of the Faculty to decry all 
« quacks, from Æſculapius to the pteſent. 


either as ignorant or ſelf. convicted impoſt- 


© ors, advertiſing daily lyes, whether mount - 
, ed on ſtages or riding in chariots? Is it 
ce the true knowledge of the dignity of your 
© profeſſion, and a ſuperiority of underſtand- 

* ing, which makes you rail fo | vehemently 
«© againſt that pretended; evil ſpirit of quack - 
** ery, which you ſay is gone forth, and has 

« poſſeſſed all orders of men among us, &. 

<<: &c.” No indeed, anſwers Mr. Spilſbury 
to his own queſtion, no ſuch purity of ſenti- 
meats. exiſts in you, | lucre, gain, and, profit 


* 


* are the true and only motives which in- 


** ſpire you that flow of anathemas you be- 
<« ſtow ſo laviſhly upon us; the fear that the 


9 1 cure of diſeaſes ſhould become eaſy, and 


** might be performed by every one at a 

** {mall expence, and thus oblige you to lay 
down your .own chariots, erected on, and 
** ſupported by, the credulity of the igno- 
*. rant, though wealthy multitude,” (if 1 
miſtake 


N 
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miſtake not, this is the ſource of the empi- 
ricks, and not of -phyſicians) © is the reaſon 
4; why you foam in all your writings, your 
«conſultations, and private converſations, a- 
e \gainſt the venders of medicines, ready pre- 
« pared to cure what is not in your power 
of attenuating.” © This is certainly very 
true, Mr. Spilſbury, you Venders of Medi- 
eines cure the evil, conſumptions, ſtone, &c. 
as well as the ſcurvy and gout ; but theſe 
cures are wrought only in the news- papers, 
the devil abit the better are the poor ſufferers 
of theſe diſorders; and if lucre, gain, and 
profit, are the views of phyſicians, they ne- 
ver will endeavour to ſuppreſs the quacks; 
they. would not, Mr. Spilſbury, be the leſs 
likely to walk on foot, for certainly there is 
not an eminent phyſician that does not main- 
tain his chariot out of the buſineſs he has, 
occaſioned by quack medicines, and were 
they more in uſe. among the more wealthy 
order of people, their revenues hence would 
be equal to Mr. Spilſbury s expence in ad- 
vertifing ; ; ſo here, take your ſcrip of Latin 
again, oh! * aur? 3 Fames, quid non mor- 
talia 


&« alia pectora cogis. ” Why you have your 
Latin and Greek, ad anguem, as one may 
ſay, Mr. Spilſbury, and indeed you write 
concord, and not bad language, if tis yout 
own; but, you will excuſe me, that I very 


much doubt, it is fo uncommon you khow; 


for members of the ſcientific and learned body | 
of empiricks to be able to read and write. 
- ©« But let us examine,” ſays Mr. Spilſbury, 
(p. xii. Free Thoughts) „ without partiality, 
te the fact as it ſtands,” (nothing partial, 1 
hope, will appear in my examination of any 
mon of Mr. Spilſbury's pamphlet) what 
* are ſtrictly ſpeaking, thoſe advertiſed me- 
ee dicines: Are they a compound of horſes- 
« dung and cows-piſs, or, as the more polite, 
though no leſs contemptuous phraſe is, a 
« mixture of brick-duſt and water, prepared 
* by a parcel of dirty, ignorant fellows? No» 
* it is quite the reverſe, they are moſtly 
s compoſitions which unite the exterior neat- 
* neſs and elegance with the power, energy, 
and efficacy interiorly concentered ; and 
* they are the fruit of the labours, ſtudies, 
and * of ene really learned phy- 
ſician 


: ': 


I 
« ſician of the ſo much boaſted; regular - bred 
4 claſs, who, after having himſelf uſed it 
& and -adminiſtered it a long while, with a 
*, never-failing ſucceſs, at laſt. gives it to a 
& friend, or leaves it in his family.“ All 
this may be, but he never left it for the pur- 
poſe of quackery; for that will turn his ſuc- 
ceſcsful uſe of it into an abuſe of it, and make 
it dangerous. A few alſo, he ſays, may be 
the diſcovery of ſome illiterate fellow, and 
though good in themſelves, erroneouſly do- 
&« ſes, improperly adminiſtered, and injudi- 
* ciouſly prepared, may do a deal of mil. 
* chief inſtead of good.” But theſe, he ob- 
ſerves; cannot emerge from the obſcurity of 
their origin till they change maſters, and be- 
come the property of ſome man of abilities, 
who never fails, before he riſques his name, 
his reputation, and his fortune, (this is the 
firſt I have heard of a quacks reputation in 
phyſick) to make ſuch trials, eſſays, and ex- 
periments, as will aſcertain the dangerous, 
the doubtful, and the uſeful qualities of the 
new remedy, and then it becomes as ſure. 
and ſafe a one as any other whatever, (ſure 
5 | and 


kb 
and ſife, though, only in the hands af one 


capable of managing it.) Such, however, 


« are the ſources: whenee originate the adver- 
« tiſed medicines, which ſo much excite: the 
© rancour, and ſtir up the bile of our proud, 


* haughty, vain, and-ſuperb adverſaries, 
c Now, ſays he, I will aſk .any..impartiat 


© and candid reader, What he thinks in bis 


« heart of their affected declamations; mult . 
< it not look highly laughable to every one 


.* who hears, or reads them, to ſee how the 
* bullets infallibly and naturally retort upon 


te them, ſince it is proyed that none of thoſe 


0 medicines, which make the object of their 


ts « ſpleenful clamours, now. exiſt, but come 
directly or indirectly from themſelves.” 1 
thought we were to underſtand Mr. SpilC- 


bury's medicine the reſult of his own..or ſome 


one's labour, who had turned all his thoughts 
on the ſtudy of one ſole. diſeaſe, it's cauſe, 
ſource, principle, and antidote, (p. viii.) but 
if this is the caſe, Mr. Spilſbury, how is it 


you empirical gentry ſo teadily cure, what, is 


not in phyſicians power to attenuate. with the 


fame medigines? Do 70 not now make 


© e ſome- 


E 

ſomething like a ſelf- convicted impoſtor of 
yourſelf? Dr. Johnſon's definition of a quack 
ſure does not here ſeem ſtretched out quite in 
the outre; look at yourſelf, a vain, boaſtful 
« pretender to phyſick—an artful, tricking 
« practitioner in phyſick,” (Johnſon.) It is 
indeed truly laughable; that theſe never - fal- 
ing ad vertiſed Medicines, the great ſecret of 
whoſe preparation is known, or has been im- 
parted only to the advertiſer, are in truth, 
medicines taken from any common diſpenſa- 
tory; ; and it is alſo wonderful to think, when 
you chriſten theſe medicines with ſome pro- 
per name, by what magic art you endow 
them with their all fanative powers, by which 
you advertiſers ſo readily cure thoſe dreadful 
diſeaſes, that phyſicians with the ſame medi- 
cines can be of but little ſervice in: you cure 
the ſcurvy, gout,” and rheumatiſm '(/aughable 
enough, diſorders as different from each other 
as coſtiveneſs from a purging) with the fame 
medicine, yet your pretence of curing the 
gout is an affront to reaſon, common ſenſe, 
and all phyloſophy and knowledge of phy- 
1 and I, Who n ſome title iofight 
of 
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of the matter, am offended at your inſolent 
ignorance and impoftion. Mr. Spilſbury a- 
voids giving the pedigree of his own medi- 
cine — it is of the Maredant or Norton breed, 
lineally and cloſely deſcended; it bears a 
ſtrong family reſemblance, notwithſtanding 
the pains and expence of Mr, Spilſbury in 
education and dreſs, (ſince he, with all his 
endearing qualities, kindly took. it under his 
protection) which, like education in com- 
mon, only gives a ſuperficial outſide appear- 
ance, and leaves the moroſeneſs of temper 
and diſpoſition unaltered at bottom, which it 
does not fail to ſhew whenever there is pro- 
per opportunity for it to exert itſelf, and 
which it often does, to the great terror and 
injury of thoſe who, by Mr. Spilſbury's fair 
recommendation, entertain it, receive it into 
their families, look upon it, and rate it for 
a boſom friend; for it is maintained at a 
great expence by robbery and depredation, 
and though it's common walk is pocket-pick- 
ing, yet ſometimes, if a powerful- reſiſtance 
is not made, it .will be daring and barbarous | 
enough to commit murder, 3 Wagita 

Te Mr. 


E 
Mr. Spilſbury, in ſupport of the value and 
credit of advertiſed medicines, that they are 
the ſame as in common uſe in the ſhops, 
gives ſome inſtances: Firſt, the wonderful 
Turlington's Balſam of Life, and the Fryar's 
Balſam, which the public have been paying 
(if we may here believe Mr. Spilſbury) at 


| leaſt one thouſand pounds a year to be in- 


formed of, as mighty ſecrets; yet- all the 
while the Traumatic Balfam, to be had in 
every ſhop at leſs than a twelfth of the ad- 
vertiſer's price, If, ſays Mr. Spilſbury, < that 
« of the ſhops be a good and recommend- 
« able medicine, can that of the venders be 
* a'bad one? Our reaſon, not our prejudice 


* is to guide in this, and anſwer the queſ- | 
ee tion.” To be ſure, this is not ſo hazard- 


ous a medicine for people unacquainted with 
phyſick to quack themſelves with as prepa- 
rations of mercury, yet it is not on all occa- 
ſions as the advertiſement beſpeaks it, a ſaſe 
and recommendable medicine ; and I would 
afk Mr. Spilſbury, if he had a mind to take 


It, or uſe this medicine, if he would be fool 


enough to give Mr. TR three or four 
ſhillings | 


r = 
ſhillings for what he might have in any ſhop 
for as many pence ? His reaſon," and not his 
prejudice, I ſuppoſe, would guide him here. 

Next he openly owns (p. xiv.) the im- 
poſition on the public in Hill's Pectoral Bal- 
ſam of Honey, Chymical Dreps, Lozenges, 
Eſſence of Coltsfoot, &c. &c. being nothing 
but the Paregoric Elixir of the ſhops, a little 
diſguiſed, a ſpecies of fraud theſe honeſt fel- 
lows, he ſays, practice with no other view 
but to have an opportunity to publiſh,” with 
ſucceſs: to their purpoſe, a well-known” and 
fafe remedy, as if it were a Noftrum of their 
own invention. Here, in the inſtanceof the 
Pectoral Balſam of Honey as it is advertiſed, 
Mr. Spilſbury is miſtaken ; it is not the fame 
as the Paregoric Elixir, the Balſam of Honey | 
is a tincture of Balfam of Tolu in ſpirits of 
wine, and nothing elſe; and this balſam, if 
taken in hectical heats and conſumptions, to 
have any material effects, thoſe effects will be 
injurious; it is a medicine now not uſed by 
a ym in ſuch DRONE.” © 
In the laſt century, Mr. e informs 
us, an imprudent uſe of the Peruvian Bark 
«* having 


«10 
4 having been attended with bad confequen- 
ces, had brought this valuable remedy into 
* ciſcſteem, diſrepute, and diſgrace ; but a- 
© bout the ſame time an Engliſh gentleman 
e at Paris, had acquired ſuch a prodigious 
reputation by the uſe of a certain medi- 
« cated wine of his own. preparation, that 
Lewis XIV. ordered a large ſum: of mo- 
_ © ney to de offered to this gentleman (Sir 
Robert Talbot) for his ſecret ; and: then, 
*© ſays he, what did the ſo famous medicine 
* proye. to be, nothing but the poor old diſ- 
e carded Bark itſelf ; and where, therefore, 
did the merit lie; was it in a different, a 
© new, a more ſenſible, more rational mode 
t of preparing this vegetable, a method bet- 
ter ſuited. to it's conſtituent qualities ? No, 
< not at all, but in the mere method of ma- 
t naging it, the ſole proceſs of adminiſtra- 
e tion. And it is this prudent, or improper 
adminiſtration, that makes every medicine be- 
neficial or hurtful ; it is by this prudent uſe 
phyſicians avoid thoſe i injuries to their patients 
which not unfrequently happen to the takers 
of medicines, * the recommendation of an 
aadver- 
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advertiſement, even though that advertiſement 
be Mr. Spilſbury's. Rae 

One example more Mr. — mites 
to give, of freſher date. One Keyſer, of 
« German extraction, ſurgeoa to a French 
10 marching regiment in the war before laſt, 
(finding that almoſt the whole army was 
( fired with the poiſon of the venereal diſ- 
order, thought it his duty to contrive a 
e method for contracting all the beneficial 
qualities of mercury in ſo ſmali and com- 
„ modious a compaſs as to be adminiſteted to 
his numerous patients, and make them reap = 
4 all the advantages of it, without any inter- 
<« fering with the duties of their profeſſion: 
he luckily then invented ſome pills, (which 
« he denominated Dragees) by means of 
„ which he performed the moſt ſurprizing 
* cures, and ſaved the lives of many hun- 
“ dreds of his Sovereign's fubjects from the 
knife of corrupted venery 3 and ſince ac- 
* quired, before his death, a confiderable for- 
« tune in Paris, during the following peace. 
„ Theſt pills found alſo their way into this 
„ country in his life-time.” There was no 

ſort 
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fort of occaſion, however, for theſe, pllls tra- 
velling ſo far, when we bad plenty of ths 
medicine Mr. Spilſpury informs us they,” Are 
made of, (calcined mercury) and in daily 
uſe; and being a mercurial medicine, is liable 
to all the objections of Mr. Spilſbury's drops ; 
and I ſuppoſe Mr. Spilibury will not allow of 
their being the ſafer medicine of the two, 
and by whomever they are ſtill patronized to 
the uſe of quackery, they are ſtill too fre- 
quentiy ſübjects of abuſe and injury 10 their 
} takers, as the advertiſer knows not, nor does 

not make the conſtitution of the patient. 
It is then, ſays Mr. Spilſbury, evident to 
« the blindeſt genius, to. the moſt obtuſe 
4 capacity, that it is not, as they would 
© make us believe, a true and diſintereſted 
« love. for mankind | and the good of ſociety, 
ce which make the faculty rave ſo much a- 
« gainſt what they are pleaſed to call quack 
« medicines, but only and truly the ſole dif- 
« pleaſure of ſecing the art of healing grow- 
« ing ſo eaſy, and their conſequence ſinking | 
« in proportion; they ſee with an aching 
10 heart, ( they 1 with an aching heart, 
very 


| 1 41 J 
e very grammatical to be ſaute) in the ins 
* creaſe and multiplicity of ſuch ſucceſsful 
* medicines, the portending harbingers of 
an immenſe and nigh hovering decreaſe: of 
their revenues.” Ha! this is laughable 
enough, how the bullets here retort! Long 
as the great inereaſe and multiplicity. of ſuc 
ceſsful medicines have been advertiſed, the 
phyſicians” have not yet ſuffered in their bu- 
ſineſs and revenues; ſuch misfortunes and 
aching hearts are not yet amongſt them; but 
Mr. Spilſbury prophecies they are nigh, 50. 
vering: Aye, in Mr. Spilſbury's advertiſa- 
ments and diſpenſary, where he cures all the 
poor gratis, and the rich can afford to buy 
his medicine, notwithſtanding his riſe of the 
ptice; and indeed it cannot be denied but the 
phyſicians have loſt ſome patients, (andi for 
ever too) by means of advertiſed medicines: 
Mr. Scawen and Dr. Goldſmith never will 
employ them again, and ſome others that 

have not ſo publicly made it known. 

As this was a recent fact, ſays Mr. Spilſ- 
4 bury, (p. xxx.) tranſacted before our-own 
„eyes, within ba few years, I had in this 
iris 1. F cauſe 
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your hands, but paſſes into thoſe of ſuch | 
as will adminiſter it to the afflited with- 


* mended ſuch a remedy to them, or uſed 
j++ —_—_ EN proferigtions:” 


Fay 
* cauſe (Keyſer's pills) a good opportunity 
% of fighting that of almoſt all others; be- 
* ſides this account moſt evidently ſhews the 
*.true occult ſource whence ſprings that in- 
* veterate enmity which our much-boaſted, 


* regular-bred phyſicians bear to every ad- 


« yertiſed medicine, ſo that now ſuch an ex- 
* ample is enough to open the eyes of the, 
% public upon their conduct.“ Ves, it is 
neceſſary for Mr. Spilſbury, that the public A 
open their eyes to read his pamphlet and ad+ 
vertiſetnents, and at the fame time, lay their 
reaſon and underſtanding faſt aſleep, that they 


may not rere the empir ical trick and de- 


ceit. What low, mean, and vile ſelfiſh- 
bs how vrhat intereſted views do you diſcover 
« to caridid and indifferent obſervers ; fince, 
ce becauſe an efficacious remedy is not left in 


< gut. the fees of conſultation, &c. you had 
rather ſee all your patients die without aſ- 
& ſiſtande, than it be ſaid you have recom- 


| (4) 
I think Mr. Spilſbury not long ſince told us, 
«. that the advertiſed medicines were in the 
« hands of phyſicians, and only craftily. taken 
« by. the advertiſers and diſguiſed. 2 little, a 


4 ſpecies of fraud they practice, with no 


other view but to publiſh, with ſucceſs ta 
their purpoſe,” (the purpoſe of impoſition, 
then to be ſure) © ſuch à remedy, as if it 
© were a zofirum of their on invention.” 


Why, then, as theſe medicines. are in the 


hands of phyſicians, in every ſhop, and in 
daily uſe, what does Mr, . Spilſbury here 
mean? He ſurely would. not have phyſicians 


order ſuch medicines, when. they think them 


ſafe and proper, in the diſguiſed form and 


name of quackery. — © Notwithſtanding 


« (would any one believe it, and what a 


4 contradiction) innumerable almoſt are the 


quack medicines which, either . poſitively 
* coming from regular- bred phyſicians, or 


from other quarters, have however, ſo far 


I 


meet with their general approbation, be 


recommended by them, and even admitted 
into their repoſitory.” Contradiction in- 
| MS. daeed, 


. | 
deed; in one page Mr. Spilſbury accuſes thei 
phyſicians of the vile ſelfiſhneſs of letting 
their patients die, rather than uſe an adver- 
tiſed medicine; in the next, he tells us, in- 
numerable are the quack medicines that meet 
with their general approbation, are recom- 
mended by them, and even admitted in their 
repoſitory: if this is not contradiction, where 
ſhall we find it; but does not Mr. Spilſbury's 
pamphlet bear ſuch ſtrong empirical marks 
through the whole of it? For, beſides 
© thoſe already taken notice of, we have got 
'« again as ſtanding ones, that is to ſay, ſtill, 
'ts fold and advertiſed in the quack manner, 
et and nevertheleſs recommended by the fa- 
t culty, Daffy's Elixir, in the ſhops under 
'** the appellation of Tincture of Sena, the 
#4 Beaume de Vie, Dr. James's Powder, An- 
LL derſon's Pills, Stoughtan's Drops, in the 
t ſhops under the name of Ritter Tincture, 
* the Vinegar of the Four Thieves: But 
the Daffy's Elixir advertiſed, with Mr. Spilſ- 
bury's leave, is not the ſame medicine as the 
ea of Sena K the . the adverti- 
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ſers prepare it with Buckthorn Juice: (being! 
cheaper) for the purging ingredient; inſtead” 
of Sena; this Mr. Spilſbury may inform him 
ſelf of (if he does not already know it) at 
any of the herb ſhops in the Buckthorn ſea- 
ſon, ſuch vaſt quantities as he will then ſee 
there are not uſed by the faculty, it being 
now almoſt out of uſe, (except in ſtables and 
kennels) on account of it's roughrieſs and 
nauſeouſneſs. Mr. Spilſbury informs us, 
(p. viii.) the venders of advertiſed medicines 
adhere with a ſcrupulous and never - failing 
punctuality to the recipe of every preparation, 
and in uſing every ingredient the very beſt of 
it's kind: this inſtance of fraud in the pre- 
paration of Daffy's Elixir is given, to ſhew 
how far the aſſertion” of a nge is to be re- 
lied ond #1152 75 4205 ee eee 
Mr. Spilſbury next ede —— 
medicinal virtues of mercury and antimony, 
ſo I muſt beg my readers patience to attend 
with me to his pretty ſtories on theſe” mine- 
rals. Mr. Spilſbury reckons ſublimate the 
beſt and ſafeſt of all mercurial preparations, 
but when, he confeſſes, 'it is in judicious 
5 hands 


e 
hands; many of Mr. Spilſbury's patients 1 
believe are thoroughly convinced of this, that 
it is ſafe only in judicious hands, and more 
judicious than a news- paper advertiſement. 
* Some weak geniuſſes, Mr. Spilſbury in- 
« forms us, make their appearance now and 
„then, who, in compliance to the prejudices: 
and circumſtances of the times, have the 
© . of advertiſing theit medicines as deſ- 
e titute of mercury, antimony, , and other un- 
« fortunate mineral or vegetable, which for 
the time may happen to be in diſgrace; 
ic while at the ſame time, theſe ingredients 
dare the very foundation of their medicines, 
© and they could not manufacture them with- 
out that portion of their receipts ; they for- 
< get that there 1 is no medicine of any note 
or efficacy, which does not carry it's par- 
© ticular characteriſtic along with it, (Mr. 
Spilſpury, 1 ſuppoſe, forgot this, when he told 
his Suſſex patient his drops had no mercury 
in them) a charaReriftic which will always 
be ſound out by the ſmell, by the taſte, or 
by the effects, therefore a mere aſſertion or 
1 declaration, that ſuch or ſuch an ingredient 
1 does 
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e Foes not enter into the cotnpoſiion of ſuch. 

a medicine is not enough to be credited,” 
(even we find tho that declaration be made 
by Mr. Spilſbury.) There is this very 
2 plain, and, however, true obſervation to 
< be made on advertiſed medicines, viz. that 
« all the treaſures of Peru beſtowed in ad- 
« vertiſements and puffings of n bid medi- 
cine, in itſelf bad, abſolutely bad, will not 
_n avail one farthing towards it's fale.” That 
is a miſtake, according to the information of 
one well verſed in the bufineſs ; potab- bf 
* or any thing ſo far good as to be Hitm- 
leſs, in itſelf bad, abſolutely bad, and gooll for 
nothing, being well advertiſed, will ſell much 
better than ever ſo good a medicine poorty 
advertiſed ;' ſo that it is the advertiſement dots 
the buſineſs, and pot the medicine. 
2496 Many a” "miſtake, and many an "error 
* have been committed, ſometitnes through 
the hurry,” and more often through the ig- 
* norance of the ſervants of the ſhips,” Which 
** have killed the patients, inſtead vf Telicv- 
_ * ing them; through borry, miſtakes have 
1 been committed — a wrong label 
round 


* 
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Ns round the neck of a bottle, ' &c. &c.. thro? 


n * 


igaorance, innumerable miſtakes and errors 
N have been, and daily are committed in the 
e ſhops, by ſervants, apprentices, and ſhop- 


* men taking out of a wrong pot, or bottle, 


*and;ſending a rank poiſon to patients, which 
«* kill them almoſt ſuddenly, with the draught 
6 in their mouth, before one half has had 
time to get down their throat: theſe ac- 


| «, <, cidents never did, never can happen with 


by the yenders of adyertiſed medicines,” | Nor 


they. never happened any, where, but in the 
fertile, — invention of Mr. Spilſbury's 


brain: 1 know the, conduct and manner of 


wanſacting buſineßß in the firſt ſhops. in the 
kingdow, where buſineſs, i is managed with 
ſuch order and regularity, t chat it is almoſt 
impoſſible fot a miſtake to happen. And 
* the ingredients and drugs they (the adver- 
1 tiſers) uſe, are always the very beſt of the 
< ſort which can poſlibly be got for money, 


without any regard to the price; and their 


care and moſt. ſcrupulous attention to the 
Yoo ende, or Preſcriptions of the inyentor: ? 
I have 
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(JL have taken notice of one exception to this: 
rule in the Daffy's Elixir of the warehouſes, 
which cuſtom of the advertiſers I ſuppoſe 
Mir. Spilſbury is not acquainted with, or a 
man of his endearing qualifications, as huma+ 


| nity, generoſity, and tender feelings, &c. &c. 
= would not riſk or forfeit his honour, his inte- 


grity, his reputation, and good name, in de- 
ceiving and betraying the public into an un- 
worthy confidence on the venders of adyer- 
tiſed medicines. Contrary to this, the 
*« draughts which are compoſed in the ſhops 
© are too often made of old, ſtale, and ſtill 
more often, ſpurious drugs, which are ſub- 
ſtituted for the good and genuine ones, 
either thro' a ſpirit of lazineſs, or thro' a 
_ ©. ſfardid ſpirit of intereſt and avarice.” That 
this may not, in a very few inſtances, be the 
caſe, I cannot take upon me to deny ; a per- 
ſon of a ſordid, avaricious turn, will not fail 
to ſatisfy his paſſion for money in any oppor- 
tunity. . Covetuouſneſs is a poiſon lodged in 
« the ſoul, it contaminates and deſtroys every 
e thing that is good in it; it is no ſooner 
* rooted there, than all honour and honeſty 

3 f 
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Fe fly before the face of it,” ® But from my 


own knowledge, which is pretty extenſive in 


| this particular, I can fay ſuch a conduct in 
hops is extremely rare; every thing of the 


beft is ſought for, as the books of their 


wholeſale dealers would ſhew, and the com 
pany of apothecaries are chiefly ſupplied from . 


their hall, where no ſpirit of lazineſs nor pe- 
nury intereſt prejudicially operates, the beſt of 


every article is always procured, and. every 


medicine is prepared with the greateſt Punc- 
tuality and exactneſs. 

« But, will ſome again fay, did not ever 
te any of the advertiſed medicines kill or hurt 
** thoſe who made uſe of them? To be ſure, 
e ſays he, ſome have, nay, moreover, all 
« may, and why not pray?“ There can be 
no reaſon given I am ſure, why rhey may 


not have this kindly effect. By a medicine 


“ being advertiſed, ſays Mr. Spilſbury, for 
* ſach or ſuch a particular diſorder, and no 


o other, the patient knows then what he 
takes, he is poſitively ſure that that medi- 


cc 
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cine Is made for that diſorder ; he knows 
See Economy of Human Life, 
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& beſt whether or not he is afflicted witty 5 


« ſuch a one: if, on the contrary,” he is not - 
*« afflicted with that diſorder this medicine is 
* prepared for removing, and inſiſts upon 
* taking of it, he is a fool, he himſelf com- 
« mits the miſtake.“ That he is not uns 
likely to do, though yet no fool; for without: 
taking notice of other inſtances, wherein is 
equal difficulty; I would aſk: Mr. Spilſbyry,; 
how often is it the patient cannot; nay; when 
is it he can know himſelf; whether his diſ- 
order be the gout or the rheumatiſm? I am 
apprehenſive it would be very often beyond 
even Mr. Spilſbury's ſkill and judgment in 
diſeaſes, to diſtinguiſh theſe caſes; but he has 
hit off this difficulty, by adapting his medi- 
cine for both; which; to be ſure, is .n'knack 
in phyſick the faculty are not maſters of. 
Mr, Spilfbury, now and ien, quotes los 
eminent phyſical authors, but partially in 
common; to make the quotation ſerye hls 
purpoſe, Dr. Quincey; ſays" he, ſpeaks thus 
of preparations of mereury and antimoßy : 
* It is by theſe that many empirieks have got 
* 1 fame, when perſons of learning and 
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r judgment are backward in adventuring on 
things where there is any hazard, though 
* theſe by a ſerilful band never do harm.“ 
M.r. Spilſbury would have us here with him 

to wreſt the ſenſe of the author, and under- 
ſtand a /eilful hand as the preparer of the 
medicine. (It is true, (p. xlix.) but we 
have ſaid all along, that theſe remedies re- 
e quire a ſkilful and judicious hand; and wg 
*- have” proved that they were ſkilful, they 
«were judicious, thoſe hands vrhieh firſt 
% prepared the quack medicines which con- 
«tain ſome of theſe dangerous: ingredients.“ 
But that is not all meant, any apprentice boy 
may be as capable of chat as Mr. Spilſbury 
himſelf ; the ſkilful hand is in the uſe of the 
medicine. Dr. Huxham, in his Obſervations 
on Antimony, expreſſes: himſelf thus: Nom, 
«lays he, in this liquid preparation theire- 
1e guline part is already diſſolved and moſt 
« 'exquilitely attenuated, ſo that it paſſes into 
the blood with the utmoſt facility it 
<. ſhould. be moreover obſerved, chat in this 
| ” form antimony may be given in the moſt 
Tae manner, n yen being per- 


W 2 ceived, 
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r ceived, or creating any mode diſtaſte that? 
„the wine it was made on Should it be 
«imagined that this medicine, being ſo ſaft 
and eafy, can have no great efficacy ada 
_ <6 alterative and diaphoretic, I anſwet, that 
as it is capable, in a proper doſe, of irrita⸗ 
*< ting the ſtomach and inteſtines {6:firangly; 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, even in very-ſadall 
<<.doſes,: to lie inactive in the ſanguineous and | 
« lymphatic atteries; and both ſcems, and 
« eventually is, exceedingly. well calculatedito 
*« ſtimulate and, ſcout the whole vaſcular ſys 
2 — c. &., And thus lays Mr Spilfr 
bury : A great many authorities, „ frgm. the 
80 * greatſt Doctors, , might be. calleQed,,;.4p 
< cvince:the merits. of, thoſe, two exquiſitely 
6 . excellent minerals, Mercury, and. Anti 
nge hut. it is hoped; that, without; treſ⸗ 
© paſſing any longer ondthe patience, f. our 
* geadelt, the Kegels .colleRed. together 
5 —— fully ſufficient, o. juſtify thaſe 
two: lately diſparaged ingredients of the 
« Lia medica, and, their employexs, from 
0 the. doubts raiſed, again their, ſafeih and 


c malicious aſperſions . 
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« ſinith's and Mr. Scawen's caſes had unjuſtly 
« given an opportunity to a certain party to 
% throw againſt them, in order to prejudice 
the mind: of that part of the generality 
& vhich is unconverſant with the virtues: or 
<<, vices of drugs, and the nature of pharma 
* centical preparations.” What malice or in- 
juſtice can Mr. Spilſbury make out, has beef 
thrown out againſt advertiſed medicines from 
Dr. Goldfnith's and Mr. Scawen's "caſes; 
when he himſelf acknowledges their "deaths 
to be occaſioned by an improper uſe of quack 
medicines, and no other prejudices for per= 
Gons have: been raiſed againſt them? And that 
| being truth and juice, all the authorities 
Mr. 'Spitibery* can quote will avail* nothing 
Towards rethoving them: Dr. Huxham will 
not ſerve his turn, lie finiſhes his Treatiſe ori 
Antimony thus, *<* But after all; it is not this 
or that medicine or preparation will cure 4 
2 wer unleſs pridently uſed 1 mal, "ſays 

he, may as ee how to make à 
<- hatchet, a hammer, or a faw;, as 4 Che- 
« miſt — or ſuch particular 

r and TO ara „ as far 
from 


1 

76 from being a good carpenter, as the ſecond: 
r from being a good 1 the arca- 
num is, Bow to wſe them.” And on an- 
other occaſion, this great and good phyſician 
and man, well knowing the danger, moſt 
ſtrongly and feelingly cautions the public a- 
gainſt the unhappy accidents that happened to 
Dr. Goldſmith and Mr. Scawen: * As for 
6. thoſe, ſays he, who neither reaſon nor re- 
« flet, but practice by rote and preſcribe at 
« a ͤ venture, I would ſeriouſly recommend 
« them to peruſe tbe fixth commandment.” 
And now, whether this advice of Mr. Spilſ” 
bury's favourite author is not applicable to 
Mr Spilſbury and his brethren; for if quack 
ing with a medicine, and throwing it into 
the hands of the public by advertiſements, is 
not practiſing by rote and preſcribing at a ven- 
ture, I know not What is, nor Mr. EY 
1 believe cannot tell me. 

- Mr, Spilſbury having thus Pore Pa * 
pendent cauſe of quacks and their medicines, 
and gained the day, proceeds to ſome account 

of himſelf and his on remedy, the nature of 
. compoſition » it's effects, &. of ( Here I; am 
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glad to have had it in my power to acquaint: 


him with ſome very material circumſtances, 


which, it ſeems, were entirely unknown to 
him.) But, firſt, he communicates a few re- 


flections on the ſcurvy and gout : In rambling 


over an incoherent, unintelligible ſtory of the 
ſcurvy, he makes ſome childiſh, unſupported 
attacks on the conduct and method of the fa- 


culty in treating diſorders, neither of which 


meriting conſideration, we comę to the gout. 
The gout, a well-known. diſorder. by it's 
« dreadful effects, is © notwithſtanding, ac- 
©. knowledged to be uninveſtigated yet as for 


it's cauſe, or rather it's nature; however, 


© this muſt be underſtood no further, tha 


that nothing certain yet and demonſtrated 


* to pellucid evidence can be faid to have 


< been diſcovered concerning it, for pretty 
rational conjectures may be, and have in- 
« deed been really formed, which, although 
they cannot be conſidered as amounting al- 
« together to mathematical demonſtration, 


help however, ſo well to account for the 


„that, with their aſſiſtance, ſuch precx pts 
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ee may be given, ſuch preſcriptions laid down; 
c as, When obſerved, will infallibly prove 
« ſalutary enough to afford relief; and, if 
s purſued and - adhered; to with perſeveranee 
« and ſedateneſs, might, I think, produce, 
te in time, a perfect eure alſo. Ol-ye no- 
ble and honourable company of arthritics, lay 
down your crutches, and jump for joyl * A 
for my part, continues Mr. Spilſbury, wich- 
* out being willing to pteſume on my "Own. 
e abilities on the ſubject, nor to aſſume the 
<« airs of an inveſtigator of thoſe ſecret cauſes 
<« which" proved the ſtumbling bloc of o 
* many others befbre me, I will only hum 
te bly declare, that, as well as I can judge 
“from long practice and experience, the gout 
appears to me to take it's ſource" from one 
« and ithe ſame principle with What is vul- 
« garly called the land ſwurvy, viz. intempe- 
** rance in appetite, accumulated” indigeſtions, 
© ſloth, and want of. exerciſe ;/ the difference, . 
« lies in the effects only reſulting from this 
; « ſimilitude of principles. Is that effect a 
coarſe, heavy, ſlimy humour which' paſſes 
into the blood? The ſcurvy then, attended 
cus: „ with 


_ 5. J 
a with all it's uſual and dreadful appendages, 


fl" that is to ſay, ulcers, dry and moiſt ſcurfs, 
« eruptions, pimples; &c. is tha conſequence. 
*« Is it, on the contrary; a fermentation in the 
te firſt reſervoirs of the ſtomach? (A fer- 
mentation we all know very well is always 
e attended with a volatilization of the maſt 
© ſubtile particles of the putrifed matter.) 
Then it is thoſe volatilized particles of that 
* ſour, fermented, vndigeſted food, Which 
** paſs into the blood, and prodducs thoſe ra- 
* vages ſo well known under the name of 
*« the gout : if, therefore, ſays he,;you' cen- 
* tinue to aſk me nom What I 'think the 
* gout is, I anſwer, I firmly believe it is 
*© nothibg but a ſubtile, volatile, corroding 
« ſpirit, raiſed from the fermentation of ſun- 
* dry multifarious, incoherent,” incompatible 
foods, :corrupted - to aurneſs and 0 

** tion} in the firſt reſeryoirs of ehe domach, 
« before, that diſſolution, or, Which is the 
* ſame, regular and perfect digeſtion could. 
“ take place.” ' Now: here we have ſo ra- 
tional, ſenſible, clear, intelligible, ingenious, 
We and Perfect an acchunt of the 
H | gout, | 


E 
gout, that every Reader muſt ꝗ— 


from it a clear idea of the nature of that diſ- 


order; and, I ſuppoſe, as Mr. Spilſbury fre- 
| quently mentions his long practice and great 
experience, that he has certainly been in an 
elevated lation in phyſick, and the Doctor 
being otherwiſe taken up himſelf, employed 
his * pickle-berring to draw up this account 
of the gout, * And this, I believe, will not 
e be found either contradictory to, or even 
e diſcordant with, the excruciating pains it 
* cauſes in the affected parts, nor with the 
« ſwellings and inflammations by which thoſe 
<* pains are accompanied: to be more pun- 
7 gent ſtill in my deſeri ption, I will compare 
* the gout again to the bite of a viper.” 
This ſurely, Mr. Spilſbury, is being too pun- 
gent in your compariſon, as the life of thoſe 
bitten by a viper is almoſt immediately de- 
ſtroyed, or is in imminent danger; and thofe 
atfflicted with the gout, . (exceptipg their ſuf- 
fering from the local pains and inflammations) 
often enjoy good health, and live with it to a 
2 | | ; 5 great 


»The common appellation given to a Mountebank ? 
Merry-Andrew, or merry fellow. 
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great age. But a little further he tells us the 
„% gout is in fact a nervous diſorder, which 
“ puts on more ſhapes and forms than we have 
<« been aware of, fince it has been miſtaken 
TL often for hyſtericks, hypochondriac affeo- 
« tions, cholic, rheumatiſm, and other low- 
© neſs of ſpirits; all diſorders indeed which 
* are nothing but the very gout itſelf.” Why 
Mr. Spilſbury is certainly a great maſter of 
the gout, for he makes it, and unmakes it, | 
and makes it juſt what he pleaſes: but as he 
acknowledges even his judgment has been de- 
ceived, and has taken it for other diſorders, 
how are his patients, or people in common, 
to know when they have this particular diſor- 
der his medicine is adapted for. He ſays, 
If the patient is not afflicted with that diſ- 
4 order his medicine is prepared for remov- 
ing, and inſiſts upon taking it, he is a 
Kol.“ Now, ſure, here is a droll piece 
of ſeverity, in Mr. Spilſbury's making his 
patients fools or ſuicides, for being only miſ- 
taken in what he acknowledges even his own 
acute judgment has failed; and from this ac- 
knowledgment I am greatly apprehenſive Mr. 


Gelber Spilſduty 


„ | 
Spilſbury, or the patient, has been miſtaken 
in the gouty caſe he is now ſo frequently and 
plaufibly alluding to 1 N 8 __ in South 
Wales. 

There is another "REY cauſe of the gout ©» | 
ec and ſcurvy, which I would not forget to 
b mention, and which is, our victuals turn- 
* ing ſour on our ſtomach, an accident which 
te is notified to us by that acid matter which 
*© is ſometimes thrown up, and which ſets 
ie our teeth on edge; or, again, by the ſmell 
* of rotten eggs, and the ſtinking of our 
* breath, owing to an alkaline ſtate of our 
* food in the firſt reſervoirs.” Mr. Spilſbury 
is ſo pleaſing and inſtruQing in every thing be 
ſays, that it would be pity indeed he ſhould 
forget any thing; but if the grand cauſe of 
the gout is a prevalent acid in the ſtomach, 
how happens it alſo from this alkaline ſtate? 
How can ſuch . cauſes produce a has 
lar effect? | : 

There is between minerals and vegeta= 
* bles; Mr. Spilſbury informs us, the fame 
** difference as between the - impetuous fiery 
* horſe and the peageable dull mule ; the 

DV | N 8 firſt 
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* (though we have already obſerved it be- 
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* firſt of which, if you are a good horſe 


« man or driver, will, by one ſingle leap 


* timely applied, extricate you from the moſt 


“ imminent danger, when on the brink of a 
well, or in the middle of a confuſed hel- 


"0 


< ter ſkelter of carriages, at the breaking up 


& of an opera, a ball, or a review, &c. 
* while, whether driven or carried. by the 
* other, you would not but undoubtedly. pe- 


cf rich; and be cruſhed to atoms by the [Cs 


* flentneſs of his motions.” Mr. Spilſbury 
before, charged the imury any of quack doc- 
tors patients ſuffered, to an additional grain 
they made free with beyond the doſe allow- 
ed; here we are to underſtand the reaſon 
why his medicine, or fiery impetuous horſe, 


Has thrown ſome people down in a falivation, 
3s, becauſe they were not good horſe- men; 


ſo I ſuppoſe, in future, he would recommend 
his patients to his neighbour Aſtley's riding» | 
ſchool, before they take in hand his managed 
ſteed. eee e 4 

* It will appear perhaps, ſays Mr. Spilſ- 
* bury, « very ſtrange paradox to the public, 


fore 


1 

« fore) to declare chat medicines capable of 
« doing [the moſt good, generally are, and 
<. {dom ean be any thing elſe, but rank 
bark, quickſilver, and rhübarb, are not rank 
poiſons, nor no poiſons at all, and yet no | 
medicines are capable of doing more "good. 
% And though I have had the fatisfaQion to 
« operate ſuch great cures, even in the gout, 
« I am, notwithſtanding, convinced this laſt 
« diſorder will, whilſt the world exiſts, ever 
* be a ſcourge to mankind, in ſpite of all 
«the united efforts of Empiricks and Regu- 
e lars.” Here I am very much of Mr. Spilf- 
| bury's opinion; but it is a very ſtrange pa- 
radox to me, that Mr. Spilſbury tells us of 
the mighty cures he has wrought'in the gout, 
and yet is convinced this diſorder will ever be 

a ſcourge to mankind,” or be incurable ; for 


the diſorder being once and ever the lame, 


the ſame remedy that ſucceeds in one caſe 
Will i in another; as fulphur does in the itch, 


| mercury in the n e ap 1 bn in the 
| th &cc | 25 
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In the gout and rheumatiſin,” ſays; Mr. 
« Spilſbury, a great deal can be ſaid in be. 
« half. of theſe drops, and I believe equal at 
« leaſt to any pretendet. We are fully ſa- 
tified Mr. Spilſbury is equal to any one in 
pretences, for he is all pretence, and nothing 
further. In ſummer time a cool acid drink 55 
„ when it agrees with the conſtitution, is 
* very, proper, and it: will be found generally 
to agree, as moſt- of the outs are of an 
© alkaline, nature.“ „The gout is a ſtrange 
variable diſtemper with Mr. Spilſbury; juſt 
now he told us it was occaſioned by a predo - 
minant ſourneſs or acid upon the! ſtomach; 
now it is an alkaline, by and by perhaps it 
will be both acid and alkaline,- or neither; 
or are we to underſtand i it, alkaline in ſum- 
mer and acid in winter? People ſhould 
4 be more cautious in recommending certain 
ce diets or remedies to others, on that ſole 
ground that they themſelves have received 
© great benefit from them, for they may very 
6 well fail with others, although they have 
ſucceeded with them, and that by the ole. 


* reaſon of Gilterence of con ſtitution; 3 there- 


* 


| : bore, 
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© fore, now, with a candour in which I 
cc glory the more, as it is leſs expected from 
% man of my profeſſion, I will further 
46 declare, that the 0 above Pf reaſons are the 
« ſame why ſome of the advertiſed medi- 
e cines, g though really b good in themſelves; 
« and abſolutely capable of effecting a euro 
* in the caſes. for which they are calculated 
« are ſomnietimes, however „found to fail of 
25 6e ſucceſs with certain people, who in trying 
of another medicine of the ſame ſtamp; 
2 and prepared for the ſame purpoſe by an- 
e other advertiſer, will happily be::ctired ; 
the failure of the firſt, conſidered: invit's 
<« true light, is no more a detriment. togit's 
merit and character, than the ſucceſs of the, 
4 ſecond is a proof of it's ſuperiority in point 
« of efficacy over the firſt; the whole ought 
* to be waking to the account of thug. 
ben 


* To be fure, fach ode as we meet with in Mr. 
| Spilſbury i is very rare amongſt men of his claſs; but we 
do not ſo much wonder at it in him, as we have been 
given to underſtand, he is a- full exception to the gene- 
rality, in his profeſſing in ſo high a degree the endearing 
qualities of veracity, humanity, and benevolence. | 
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« trition of the patient who hag taken them, 
and to nothing elſe; for it is an undoubted 
truth, though, I fear; little attended to by 
« the faculty, that, to produce a cure, a me- 
4 gicine ought to be as much adapted to the 
c nature of the eon ſtitonon of the patient to 
hem it is adminiſterec, as the aliments 
< ought to be adapted to the nouriſhment 
thereof. The faculty Me. Spilſbury fears; 
neglect this moſt eſſential part of phy fick, and 
I think, acknowledges: n is impoſſible it can 
be attended to in the: mods of adminiſtering 
quack medicines; ſo that the ' public's health 
| between both is very ſhabbily indeed taken 
care of. * Anda further proof of my-afler- | 
& tion is, that the ſame reciprocity: of adver- 
« timents have often been ſeen from two 
« rivat and antagoniſt proprietors, producing 
<* againſt each other acknowledgments of gra- 
ee titude addreſſed to them for benefits receiv- 
« ed by the medicines of the one, after hav- 
Fe ing unfucceſsfully. uſed that of the other : 
But, will ſome ſay, does not this declara- 
tion prove preciſely. the objection of ihe 
danger which is ſaid to attend the uſe of 

| "0 ö >. mo 


tal. 
« ſuch powerful medicines? Does it not 


<«. ion are not alike, and ſince the variety 
4 cannot be introduced in a medicine pre- 
r pared in large quantities at a tine far the 
* uſe of thouſands? To which I anſwer in 
_ © the negative, and ſay No.” (Mr. Spilſbary 
is however, here, deficient in his uſual an- 
dour, or he would certainly have anſwered in 
the affirmative, and ſaid Ves.) It juſtiſios 
nothing of the uſual exclamations raiſed 
E reaſons; Firſt, Becauſe the chief and prin- 
4 cipal care of the compoſers or preparers of 
* thoſe medicines always is, to neutralize, as 
, much as peſſible, the acid or alkaling qua- 

& lities of the ingredients which enter into 
e the compoſition of their medicines, by 
e blending them with a due proportion 01 
E * their. contrarieties or eure ſo as to 
bury's own opinion, bo rendering the medi- 
. for nothing: Mr. Spilſbury here 


12 | | ſeems 
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ſeems to hint, that he depends on ſucceſs. in 
his medicine from it's acid or alkaline quality; * 

and then in the rheumatiſm or gout it cannot 
be of any uſe, becauſe theſe diſeaſes are not 
occaſioned by either the one or the other. 
Mr. Spilſbury's ſecond reaſon is, ** Becauſe 
* in the bill of directions, which never fail 
being delivered along with thoſe medicines, 
6c" pro per caution and charge are always gl- 
de ven, and ſtrongly inſiſted upon, to begin 
te the uſe of the medicine firſt with ſuch a 
6 particular quantity, (and that quantity'it is 
to be obſerved by the bye, is always the 
« ſmalleſt poſſible, and ſuch a one indeed as 
& would hardly make any impreſſion on the 
“ ſtomach of a lark) then to increaſe the doſe 
e gradually, according to the ſcale'of quanti- 
ties given, to ſuch a particular and ſpecified 
$f pitch, and no further, ſhould jit even agree 
« never fo well beyond it ; and that if at any 
6 of the preſeribed doſes the patient ſhould 
e find that the medicine does not agree with 
his ſtomach, 'to retrograde back to that par- 
e ticular doſe which he did find to agree 
= "Wee and ſuch dane when duly at- 
| tended 


* 


1 

et tended and adhered to, fit, Au may ſe, 
«© thoſe ſorts of 'medicines to almoſt all "forts 
. of conſtitutions.“ But, with Mr. Spilſ- 
bury's leave, and we may uſe our own eyes, 
| Inſtead of ſeeing with his in this matter; woe 
ke very clearly ſuch medicines do not fit al- 
moſt all conſtitutions, for is there no damage 
to be done to the conſtitution but the ſtomach 

mult be firſt affected? Surely that is not al- 
ways the weakeſt part, but the inteſtines, 
perhaps the lungs, or the nervous ſyſtem, 
may receive the firſt injury, or perhaps from 
a cold a violent fever may enſue, without any 
warning from the ſtomach: and this refuta- 


tion of your ſecond reaſon, Mr. Spilſbury, is 


not theory only, but the caſes of your pa- 
tients J have mentioned in Suſſeꝝ ſtand good 
to confirm the fact; and theſe happened too 
ſince your capital and long ſtudied improve- 
ment of your drops. But the third, and a 


u very ſtrong reaſon why my precedent can- 


te did-declaration does not either authorize, or 
11. eee, the clamours raiſed againſt the pre- 
r tended danger attending the uſe. of adver- 
0 "ON . medicines is, again, that a 
| : PORE 
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„ | 
i proper regimen of life, and rules of diet, 
tt are preſcribed to the patients in general,” — 
But how is Mr. Spilſbury to hit upon this 
proper regimen of life, and rules of diet, for 
2 patient be knows nothing of, any better 
than to adapt the medicine, It is but a very 
little while ſince Mr. Spilſbury told us, (a 


circumſtance to be ſure we were not aware of 


before) that to produce a cure a medicine 
ought to be as much adapted to the nature of 

the conſtitution, as the alimente ought to be 
adapted to the nouriſhment thereof; yet Mr. 
Spilſbury (as he could not advertiſe without 
it) hits off; this difficulty in the general, in 
the wholeſale; but mounted on this alert mi- 


| leaps over every thing; yet I think he ſeems 
here in the midſt of a belrer ſtelter, and that 


it would have been more prudent for him ts 
have leaped: aſide this tender ſubject to ad- 
Gici ES, and what they never can 
ftand: the teſt of; and mozeover, theſe three 
reaſons of Mr. Spilſbury's, alluding to the 
fafety of advertiſed medicines, do not only 

_ . for 


T1 
for his two Suffex patients had tlie advantage 
and ſecurity of all theſe cagent reaſama, we 
muſt ſuppoſe,” in common with others, yet 
their cafes, and the effect of the medicine? 
do authorize and juſtify the clamours raiſe@ 
againſt the danger attending the uſe bf 'adver- 
tiſed powerful medicines. But Mr, Spilhury 
having ſaid and expatiated enough alsendy 
view the plan of his Diſpenſary. In the con- 
trivance and plan of this Diſpenſary our em- 
pirical hero ſeems to ha ve exerted his facul - 
ter- piece of quackery; yet I think it impo- 
\- litic of him in this mighty plan of this. 
mighty, natiqnal, and com ſequential Diſpen- 
penſary, that from the endearing qualities of 
| humanity, generoſity, and beneyolenge, he 
firſt founded, and ſtill continues at bis. -awn 
ſole expence: 1 ſay, after telling u of all 
theſe- mighty things, together with ſending 
daily his drops gratis by quarts, gallons, kegsy 
Kc. to all parts, it is inapolitie: to. betray, any 
apprehenſion of being ſuſpected of. puffing, 
alias lying; but Mr, Spilſbury cannot avoid 
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fuſpeRing him hii mſelf, whichr will ſs 
fion others to ſuſpect him, T9 e n; 
„As I have often had wot to pierce: 
6 my Diſpenſary of the time when I firſt 
« opened it, &c. &c. I think I ſhall: not be 
« blamed if, to prevent being ſaſpected of 
s having prpagated a mere puff, I ſubmit to 
4 the public a ſhort ſketch or plan.“ This 
plan conſiſts of an invitation to the poor, of 
blank forms of certificates, letters of applica- 
tion, and tickets of admiſſion; and Mr. Spilſ- 
bury has brought his Diſpenſary and medicine 
to ſuch a degree of perfection, that he can cure 
his patients of their diforders, though thoſe 
diforders be the evil or the gout, 'as fuſt as 
he can fill up the blank letters, tickets, and 
certificates; and moreover he engages, for 
ever, thus to devote his time for the benefit 
of thoſe who may be in want of his aſſiſt- 
ance. Therefore, ſays he, ſully ſenſible 
«how very ſerviceable and uſeful this far 
e 1 part of the community (the 
poor and induſtrious) are to ſociety, I do 
1 hereby publicly declare, and give notice, 
1" +." 1 2 principle of humanity and 
ed tenderneſs 


ENI 
Pg tenderneſs for them, I bind ; myſelf, for 25 
rc ever, to keep the following contract and 
“ articles of agreement, viz. That on Tueſ- 
0 days and Fridays, from nine in the morn - 
t ing to three in the afternoonꝭ I will give 
« advice. and attendance gratis, fan ever, at 
« my own houſe, to poor perſons of either 
* ſex, and of any age.“ And however in- 
credible - this promiſe. and declaration of Mr. 
Spilſbury's may appear, the public may reſt 
aſſured he is as capable, and will as punctu- 


ally perform and e it, as almoſt * . c 


he pretends to. 
And now, * done Ny hunk his dig. 
penſary, his medicine, his phyſical opinions, 
his endearing. qualifications, - &. &c. all the 
juſtice in my power, I finiſh my reply with, 
A ſummary of falſities, and conttradictions, 

cantained in Mr. Spilſbury's pamphlet: 
—— Art, — The Faculty. never fail, 
wherever there is any appearance of luere to 
be drawn, to ſend an innumerable quantity of 
uſeleſs medicines, (p. xi.) My oun medi- 
eine has not, tomy: knowledge, done the leaſt 
harm to any one individual, (p. xxxi.) ——Ber 
fore I could bring my medicine to ĩt's a 
XK improved 
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improved * it is undonbtedly true I com> 


mitted many errors, (p. exix.) It will coſt 


fifteen hundred pounds every twelve calendar 
months to advertiſe a medicine well in all the 


and conſtancy of it's being advertiſed. Re. : 


ceives a letter from a gentleman near Bath, 
acknowledging great benefit from his drops in 
an old inveterate gout. —— Candidly owns he 


does not know the author. Dr. Strother, a 


phyſician, ſpeaks in favour of quacks and their 
medicines, (p. xlv.) yet cenſures the many - 
lyes they propagate, (p. xlvi.)———The fear that 
the cure of diſeaſes ſhould become eaſy, is 
the reaſon why phyſicians rail againſt us ven- 

ders of medicines ——The' phyſicians fee with 


aching hearts, in the increaſe and multiplicity 


of advertiſed medicines, the decreaſe of their 
revenues. Phyſicians would ſooner ſee all 
their patients die without aſſiſtance, than re- 
commend an advertiſed medicine Innume· 


rable almoſt are the quack medicines that meet 
with their general approbation, and are re- 


commended by them. A medicine taken out 


| of à common liſpenſatory, and advertiſed and 


impoſed 


4 3% 
impoſed upon the world as a new remedy, is 
of no confequence to the public. be ad- 
vertiſers of medicines always prepare them 
with the very beſt of every ingredlent that 
can be got, without any regard to the price, 
(p. xlviii.) The medicines compoſed in the 
ſhops are often made of old, ſtale, and ſpu- 
rious drugs. Makes it a point, when aſked 
the queſtion whether there is any mercury in 
the compoſition of his drops, to anſwer in the 
affirmative, (p. Ixii.) ——Denies to a patient, 
ſeverely ſalivated by his drops, that they con- 
fain any mercury. The faculty conſtantly 


recommend cathartics and diaphoreties, be the _ 


complaint what it will. The land fearvy 
nothing but the effects of frights, ſurfeits, 

and other accidents, inſtantaneouſly turning 
all our blood : — Or, the juices which ſhould - 
nouriſh the body ſtagnate, and like ſtinking 
pools, turn into poiſon, ,—— The gout is a poi- 
ſon, a true porn; and a moſt ſubtile one, 

(p. xciii.)—— The gout is a nervous diſorder ; 


has been miſtaken for hyſtericks, hypochon- : 
driac affections, cholics, rheumatiſms, and 
other lowneſs of — diſorders which are 


[ 76 1 
exuſe of the ſcurvy and gout... is food: -turning 


ſour upon the ſtomach, (p. xcvi.) the reaſon 
why acids and lemons are ſaid to be hurtful 
- to perſons afflicted with the gout; * 


is owing to an alkaline ſtate of the food in the 
firſt reſervoirs, notified by the ſmell of rotten 


eggs and ſtinking breath. —— All habitual diſ- 


eaſes are owing to nothing but a bad ſtate 
of the blood. Minerals alone contain thoſe 
powers which can increaſe or decreaſe the ve- 
locity of the circulation of the blood. Me- 
dicines capable of doing the moſt good gene- 
rally are, and ſeldom can be any thing elſe 
but rank poiſons. —— Though I have wrought 
ſuch great cures in the gout, I am, notwith- 
ſtanding, convinced this diſorder will, whilſt 
the world exiſts, be a ſcourge to mankind, or 
be incurable. — The ſafety of my remedy i is 
ſuch, that children or pregnant women may 


take it without the leaſt riſk or danger, 
(p. exxv. )— 


-1 promiſe to give advice and at- 
tendance on Tueſdays and Fridays, for ever, 


gratis, to poor perſons, at my own Houſe, | 
(p- cxxix.) 


In ſummer time an acid drink is proper, as moſt of 


d gun ate of an alkaline nature, (p. exxiv.)  ' 


Taz END. a 
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3 AS SING over ſome things of leſs: im- 
port to me, as the woful complaints of 
the hardſhips and treſpaſſes upon the 
privileges of the company the ſurgeons ſuffer, 
þ begin with lending my aſſiſtance in the ex- 
treme difficult point, as this gentleman makes 
it, of aſcertaining thoſe cauſes” which ſhould 
be the object of the phyſicians or ſurgeons 
care. As although, ſays he, Surgery is a 
6 manual operation, and chiefly employed in 
«« external' diſorders,” there are many chirur- 
. gical caſes happen, in which greater depen- 
«* dance is upon the head than the hand BY 4 
Or, perhaps, he might have ſaid, there are ; 
\ 1 Taili | is 


ö 


r 
r 
1 4 
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zs to be done by the internal uſe of medicines 
than by local application; for I ſhould ſup- 


poſe, and hope, the ſurgeon's hand is as much 


guided by his head as is the pen of the phy- 


fician ; but yet the direction and management 
of internal means is moſt clearly and certainly 
the part of the phyſician, leſt the ſurgeon, 
not fo well acquainted with the conſtitution 


of the patient, or the general effect of the 


medicines he would give, may do the patient 
more laſting injury, whilſt he is endeavouring 
to. relieve him from ſome local external com- 
plaint; and this I ſuppoſe is the common me- 
thod of proceeding with the moſt eminent 
practitioners more eſpecially, and in the gen- 
teeleſt buſineſs: and I think the ſurgeon: here 
ſhews much ingenuity and induſtry, in raiſing 
ſuch an extreme difficulty in a point ſo obvi- 
ous, and J believe generally underſtood ; for 


| ſurely a perſon muſt be much uninformed, 
and wanting in a neceſſary knowledge, that 

1 employs a ſurgeon to direct a courſe of medi- 
cines to be taken, any more than he would 


fend for a phyfician or an apothecary to ſet a 


of 


11 79 ] 
of lithotomy, cafes which always require alſd 


medicinal affiſtance : and when is the furgeoh + 


entruſted in that part? or when does the phy- 


ſician or nel Na the du 15 | 


either? 


Next, A be Wege drtefableplunder= 


ers, and peſts of ſociety, empiricks and 
« quaeks: I believe the phyſician'and apo- 
thecary have much greater reaſon to complain 
than the ſurgeons, as I believe they are much 


more employed in curing the incurable my. 


fical cafes than in caſes of ſurgery. * 


As to the cure of the venereal diſeaſe, 
which, fays this gentleman, - appears in lo 
many different ſhapes, that there is no daubt 
but that it is' the province of the phyſicians 
and ſurgeons care; that is, the diſorder fre» 
quently requires ſome external local applics- - 
tion, as welt as internal remedies z but i 


many caſes, ſays he, where a gonorchas only | 
is the complaint, it may be too expenſive for 


many to employ a phyſicen or ſurgeon, I 
« the apothecary therefore, be permitted to. 
e treat and ore this diſcaſe, having been pre- 
e in TOE io his Ai 
that 
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te that particular point, either by the college 
* of phyſicians or company of ſurgeons, and 
& licenſed accordingly ; for which he ſhould . 
* pay a fine and annual tax, to be divided 
cc equally between them,” (the college and 

company.) Here I would aſk this gentle- 
man, what fair and reaſonable pretence he 
has to call me, an apothecary, to be exami- 
ned by the ſurgeons, in my capacity of curing. 
a diſeaſe, which cure depends r on me- 
dicine to be taken, and in which I have been 
careful to avail myſelf of the beſt informa» 
tion from the moſt eminent writers (phyſi- 
cians) on the ſubject, as Aſtruc, Pringle, Tun 
| Swieten, &c. for what improvement have we 
received from the ſurgeons on this head? The 
apothecary, I apprehend, would not object to 
an examination by the college of phyſicians, 
whence he well knows he is principally in- 
ſtructed, and informed in this as well as other 
diſorders : and this gentleman might have 
ptopoſed t the apothecaries being examined be- 
fore the ſurgeons (as to his management of 
the external part of this diſeaſe) with ſome 
Paukiblity and e but to propoſe an 


* s 


EY „ 
apothecary's condeſcending to an examination 
by the ſurgeons, in a diſeaſe where ſurgery 
has no part, is ſurely taking an unwarrantable 
liberty. And having occaſion to ſay thus 
much, in anſwer to this ſurgeon, I ſhall men- 
tion one circumſtance I have not ſeen” attend- 
ed to by our firſt authors, namely, the length' 
of time neceſſary to free a patient from vene- 
real infection; and this matter is not of a lit- 
tle moment, and ſome unfortunate accidents 
I have known to happen, from want of ſuf- 
ficient time being taken for a complete cute, 
calls it now to my mind. In moſt other diſ- | 
orders, as fevers, or topical inflammations, if 
the remedies are not continued though that 
is beſt) till they are totally ſuppreſſed, if their 
violence and ſtrength is ſomewhat abated, | the 
conſtitution | or nature may do the reſt; but 
in this diſorder, if the leaſt particle of infec- 
tion is left, it may prove as injurious as if no 
means had been taking againſt it, and health 
in every other reſpect, and conſtitution, are 
here no ſecurity: And again, in other diſor- 
ders, the abatement of the ſymptoms is' a 
An guide” * to judge of the diſeaſes 
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1 82 1 i 
being overcome than in this 7 for the ceaſing 
of the gonorrhœa, the dyſury going off, the 
ſubſiding of inflammations, or ſwellings i in the 
- groin, or elſewhere, are by no means proofs | 
of the diſeaſe being totally removed ; here 
every. one knows infection may ſtill lurk, it is 

therefore, every one's buſineſs to ſtill purſue 
means long enough to entirely get the better 
of it; for as the venereal taint may be long 
eirculating in ſecret in the habit before theſe : 
ſymptoms break out, ſo it may remain long 
after they diſappear : leſs than one month of 
the moſt prudent uſe of medicine, cannot be 
depended upon to free a conſtitution from a a 
venereal infection that has made it's way ah 
the habit and circulation; and as we cannot 
be too cautiouſly ſecure, making the time up . 
fix weeks will be yet more adviſeable; it is 
the length of time we are to place depend- 
ance in, for the ſame quantity of medicine 
taken in half that time will by no means 
anſwer the fame end. Ki often of the ut- 
moſt conſequence in the venercal diſeaſe, to 
diſtinguiſh the ſymptoms. of the diſeaſe from 
— occaſioned by the medicines given to 
. cure 
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cure it; and à ſurgeon is not ſo likely to de 
this as one who is in a more general uſe of 
mercury, and more acquainted with it's ef- 
fects in different diſeaſes and conſtitutions; 
and 1 have not a doubt but as much i injury 
enſues from an improper, incautious uſe oy 
the medicines given to cure this diſeaſe, as 
from the diſcaſe itſelf. 
And as the itch, fays this gentleman, is 
66 chiefly among the poorer claſs of people,” 
7 there efore nothing to be got by it) © let that 
* be included in the licence, though chiefly 
t cured by an external application. But yet 
ſurely, the cure of this diforder is ftricly the 
buſineſs of phyſick, as much fo as to apply 
a bliſter for an inflamed eye, a pain of the 
head, or to apply a fomentation to inflamed 
bowels, external applications: and, beſides, it 
is often beyond a ſurgeon's knowledge of dif-- 
eaſes, to diſtinguiſh the itch from ſome kinds 
of ſcorbutic breakings-out, therefore I hum- 
bly conceive it not improper for the ſurgeon, 
before he pretends to cure this diſeaſe, to paſs 
an examination before the college of phyſi- 
cians or company of apothecaries, in reſpect to 
L 2 his 


4%] 
bis fill in that particular point. One thiog * * 
further, as I have ſaid thus much, I will take 
the liberty of remarking, namely, that it is a 
diſeaſe commonly but indifferently managed, 
the not uncommon cuſtom of anointing for 
nine days or a fortnight, is ſufficient almoſt to 
poiſon the patient, (if he has any delicacy. be- 
longing to him) as well as kill the diſeaſe; 
four nights anointing with ſulphur, or the 
precipitate ointment of the new diſpenſatory, 
is certainly ſufficient ; ſome common people 
anoint but once, and ſay they find it effectual, 
. wearing their dirty cloaths a few days longer; 
and the not uncommon cuſtom of giving al- N 
terative medicines and bleeding 1 in his e ys 
is entirely uſeleſs. : 
The next article to be wha; notice: af in 3 
this gentleman' s letter is, on Inoculation and 5 | key | 
Inoculators. ** Inoculators, ſays he, though 
* it was formerly more in the buſineſs of 
* ſurgeons than it is now, they | A) el ft af” 
« drefling the infected places: 5 (ar, he might 
have faid, fince it is done without: the per- 
Forming an operation) *©* ſhould be under ſome 
1 reſtraint, and not be ſuffered to practice in- 
4 | "Þ * diſcrimi» 


1 
* © diſeriminately, giving themſelves the name 
% of phyſician or ſurgeon as beſts ſuits their 
e purpoſes, declining and refuſing to be eſ- 
« teemed either as one or the other when 


t called upon to pay the uſual fine, and un- 
* dergo the teſt of examination, yet. able to 
pay, and certainly liable to either the: col- 


lege or corporations examination; there» 


fore, though they are regular apothecaries, 
« if they practice inoculation, they ſhould 


** take out a licence (or become a member of 


the college or corporation) for that pur- 
s* poſe, for which they ſhould pay a fine of 


twenty guineas, and be annually taxed two 


guineas, yet be liable to ſerve upon juries 
« and all parochial offices; the fines (0 pre- 
i vent any diſputes) to be equally divided 
9 between the college of phy ſicians and cor- 
= poration of ſurgeons, and to be levied. by 
the college of phy ficians, where they ſhould 
* paſs their examination in that branch «which 


„ moſ cert ainly comes. more under medical than 


" chirurgical. knowledge.” I always thought 
ſurgeons out of their proper ſubject, when 
_— in inoculation; this gentleman ſeems 
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w here: Pirſt, he ſays 4 apothecaties muſt 
de liable to either the college of phyſicians or 
corporation of ſurgeons examination; only 4 
few lines further, they are to be examined by 
the phyſicians in this branch, as it moſt cer- 
« tainly comes more under medical than chi. 
« rurgical knowledge.” Surely, he ſhould 
have ſaid, it comes wholly under the know- 
ledge and care of phyſick, and ſurgery has no 
part of it: whence then comes the ſurgeons 
claim to a ſhare of the penalties and fines, if 
they were levied? But in this gentleman's 
good will, it ſeems, though he acknowledges 
this matter to be much more the buſineſs of 
phyſick than ſurgery, yet the ſurgeons are to 
ſhare, equally with the phyficians, the apo- 
thecaries money; ; but he is here evidently em- 
baraſſed and out of his latitude, and which, 
ape occaſions him not to expreſs himſelf 


in the correcteſt language. « They ſhould take 
te 
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out à licence, or become a member. This 
part of this ſurgeon's letter does not corteſ- 
4 with the motto in his title page; here 


e is neither oc ſauvite i in nuch, hor fortiter 
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- Ha | aid thus much in defence of, mx. | 

brethran, agaioft the encroachment, of aliens 
and ſurgeons in this branch of the buſineſs, e 
I am ſorry I have further occalian to obſerve, 
that the practice of inoculation is in ſome 
places i in diſgrace; in ſome. parts of the Ccoun- 
try eſpecially ſome few accidents have hap- 

pened to inoculated patients, under the care 
of thoſe beſt qbalified , to conduct the buſt⸗ 
neſs; and. how entirely ſpever unconnedtec 

theſe accidents may. have been with 1 inocula- | 
tion, the more ignorant, people will always lay | 
them, to it's charge: ; on the other hand, it 
muſt be obſerved, ſome unfortunate accidents 
have happened from the inattention or igno- 
rance of thoſe who have \preſurnptuouſly 
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On a ider deen, 1 did Oy tree with” the 
opiniank of ſurgeons on a diſeaſe, (a) Mhich bad been 
commonly looked upon à caſe in ſurgery, and placed q 

entirely to the charge and care of phyffek, whereto | 
moſt certainly properly belongs, where on it can be 
relieved, and, if I would with to do the ſame by igocu- 
lation, { as I would not) I think I ſtould act here with 
no more injuſtice to furgery :—the charaters;and-difn 
poſitions of many of it's profeſſors I have the honour t to 
know, I profeſs much to e and K wy 
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| thought - themſelves. qualified to Andere 
inoculation; and no wonder, when old wo- 
men here turn operators, and tooth-drawers 
and farriers inoculate and pretend even to the 
bocus focus or 8—— n part of the art, the 
taking away the puſtules if they happen to be 
too numerous, and adding a few if there does 
not ſeem to be enough; and in this I believe 
they are as expert and capable as the firſt of 
the S——ns: and gentlemen, (though not 
much te their honour or the credit of their 
underſtandings) have permitted their game- 
keepers or gardeners to inoculate ; and tho 
their ſucceſs may chance to be lucky and en- 
couraging, circumſtances will now and then 
happen that their knowledge cannot be en- 
truſted with: their patients have been ſaid to 
have had the diſeaſe, when it has been only 
ſomething like it; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that ſuch miſtakes have happened 
from thoſe whoſe education would lead folks 
to place a greater confidence in. Hence has 
ariſen the ſtories we ſometimes hear, of per- 
ſons having the ſmall-pox more than. once: 
Phyſick yets 1  apprebeng, knows no reaſon 
why 
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why this diſcaſe cannot happen twice or ofi⸗ 
ener in one perſon; but by analogous reaſon- 
ing, and taking a comprehenſive view of na- 
ture in all her works, the uniformity we find 
ſufficiently authorizes us to ſay, it never does 
or can happen; ſome reaſons mdeed have been 
aſſigned, but futile : ſuch alſo we know to be 
the caſe. with the meazles and chicken-pox.— 
Groundleſs apprehenſions alſo are entertained 
by ſome, of the poſſibility or probability of 
other diſeaſes being communicated by Incas. 
lation; and I wiſh fome of the eminent wri- 
ters on the ſubject had removed this ill · found - 
ed objection to the praftice. With equal 
foundation in truth, is the milk of a nurſe 
thought by ſome to have a power of altering 
the temper or diſpoſition of the child 'ſhe 
ſuckles? Juſt as much can it improve or in- 
jure it's capacity and intellects: And then 
we had nothing to do, in order to reform or 
plant reaſon and underſtanding in the un- 

happy ideot, but to put him to the hreaſt 
of a keen, ſharp-witted nurſe. Nor yet is 
it here meant, that no diſeaſe can be given 
by theſe means; a child readily takes ſome 
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bodily diſcaſes from it's nurſe: But that 
the ircemediable caſt of temper and capacity 
we bring into the world with us, or that 
the diſpoſition of the mind can be altered 
by the one or the other, is as ridiculous a 
ſuppoſition as human folly can ſuggeſt. 
I hall now conclude my ſhort reply to this 
gentleman's letter with a few words on ſome 
| inconveniencies attending the S—n, or new 
method of inoculating, (I mean to thoſe who 
have not had the diſeaſe, and are not prepared 
for it) from perſons under the diſeaſe going 
abroad to take the air; many practitioners, I 
apprehend, that are daily and ſtrenuouſly in- 
fiſting on their patients obſerving this rule, 
have little more to ſay in ſupport of it, than 
that they do ſo becauſe the S——ns. do, and 
it is the faſhion, That ſuch conduct is inju- 
rious or hazardous I have no conception ; but 
chat the free air of a, houſe, or within the 
garden, will as fully anſwer. every ſalutary | 
purpoſe I will maintain; I do not mean by 


OI 


1 * ee cor nd; diſeaſes alſo poſſibly may be 
communicated with- * as the Eryſipelas for 
inſtance. 
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my own inſignificant opinion, but by the opĩ- 

nion of many eminent gentlemen in phyſick ; 
and this being long ago adviſed by the greateſt 
phyſicians that ever lived, there is in fact no 
improvement in the, new or S——n method, 
as it is called; and ſareh it would be nothing 
more than civil, r "obſerving their duty to 
their neighbours, for inoculated patients to 
avoid going abroad, to the terror and, per- 
haps, no ſmall injury of thoſe who have not 
had the FOE EE. | 9 
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